
Readings – ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMY OF MARY
Opening Prayer – God of love and goodness, on this day when we are 
celebrating the founding of your Work for our time, bring together in unity 
all the souls of good will resolved to live with Mary the Christian life to its 
perfection, in faithfulness to the duties of their state. .

First Reading    [Manual of the Army of Mary, pp. 4,5,27]

READER: A reading taken from the spiritual heritage of humanity.
ALL: From all time, Heaven has prepared the coming of the 

Kingdom.
READER: Today, a passage from the Manual of the Army of Mary. It is 

written: 
On August 28, 1971, the feast of Saint Augustine, the members of the 

Marian Group were gathered at the Shrine of Our Lady of Etchemin for 
their annual day of prayer....  On the evening of that same day, Marie-
Paule received from the Lord this information: “Today saw the founding 
of the Army of Mary.”    

What is the Army of Mary? [It] is a providential Work destined for our 
time. It is the gathering of souls of good will resolved to live, with Mary, 
the Christian life to its perfection in all the demands of the duties of their 
state....  The Army of Mary has borne fruit in the silence of hearts, through 
the interior reform of each one, and it has developed before the eyes of 
the Church and the world in accordance with the dictates of providential 
events. And it has done so in spite of the infernal fury which is constantly 
turned upon God’s Works in an endeavour to destroy them.

Should this be any cause for surprise? “The disciple is not above the 
Master.” The elderly Simeon had warned Mary that Jesus would be a 
“sign of contradiction”....  Saint Maximilian Kolbe once said: “When a 
work comes from God, it must be persecuted even by those who are 
good.” And it flourishes amid the persecutions, whereas a work of human 
origin would not resist the enemy’s attacks.
READER:  This was a passage from the Manual of the Army of Mary.
ALL:   Thanks be to God.
Psalm:  R./  My mouth will declare your praise.

Second Reading [Mt 10:16-24]

ACCLAMATION:   Alleluia, alleluia. Mary raised her Army so as to lead it, 
amid all the difficulties, to the gates of the Kingdom. Alleluia.

PRIEST: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
“Behold, I am sending you like sheep in the midst of wolves; so be 

shrewd as serpents and simple as doves. But beware of people, for they 
will hand you over to courts and scourge you in their synagogues, and 
you will be led before governors and kings for my sake as a witness be-
fore them and the pagans. When they hand you over, do not worry about 
how you are to speak or what you are to say. You will be given at that mo-
ment what you are to say. For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit 

of your Father speaking through you.    
You will be hated by all because of my name, but whoever endures 

to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to 
another. Amen, I say to you, you will not finish the towns of Israel before 
the Son of Man comes. No disciple is above his teacher, no slave above 
his master.”
PRIEST:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

Third Reading  [Le Royaume, no. 111, May-June 1996, p. 26]

AAACCLAMATION:   From the Lord to the Lady, one single Love, one 
single Mystery: one single Kingdom to lead all His Cre-
ation to God.

MOTHER: A proclamation of the works of the Lady.
ALL: The Lady’s word is a word of truth.
MOTHER : In Le Royaume of May-June 1996, Marie-Paule wrote:

All the Lord’s works are born without any splendor, in the intimacy of 
hearts, for their goal always is to arouse love for whoever can accept 
them in accepting the cross. It was thus that the Army of Mary was born, 
open to heaven and earth. A beautiful Story of Love was going to “blaze 
forth”, in truth, in well veiled mystery... God traced out the way, Mary coun-
selled and the soul opened itself to spiritual and mystical beauty which 
was suspect in this age of illuminism, for the world no longer believes in 
the invisible reality.    

As in the time of Jesus, everything had to be concealed from the Great 
Ones, and throughout this time, Mary elaborated her plan of love, in-
comprehensible humanly speaking, but mystically so logical, for it was her 
very own action and Work, and not that of her handmaid, chosen because 
she had offered herself, consecrated herself to Mary and her Son, with the 
aim of conquering souls.   

[And it all leads] to the effusion of the True Sprit who will come, provided 
the Lady of All Peoples is finally granted her request, for it is through Mary, 
the Lady of All Peoples, that the True Spirit will come. Then the desire of 
the Lady will be realized: “One single Community for the entire world.”
MOTHER:  Thus said the Lady.   
ALL:  May she be blessed forever.

Prayer over the Offerings – God as Father with the Immaculate as Moth-
er, with the offering of the Son and the Daughter, deign to accept the offer-
ing of all the Knights of Mary destined to bear witness to the spiritual and 
mystical beauty of the divine plan of love. ..

Communion Antiphon  – “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.”

Prayer after Communion  – Jesus Christ and Paul-Marie, through this 
Communion, may the love of the Work grow in us as we accept the cross. 
May the Spirit of Holiness and Truth keep us in obedience to the Lady who 
sends Him to us for her Community and for the entire world. 
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