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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

The First Founding of the Army of Mary

On a cold November morning, Marie-Paule and a few of her 
first collaborators left Quebec City for Montreal. They were 
going to found the first Diocesan or Pilot Center of the Army of 
Mary. Unlike the founding of the Work on August 28, when the 
elements were unleashed, on this particular morning, every-
thing was calm. A layer of snow covered the fields. The trees 
covered with ice were glistening in the rising sun and gave 
a crystal-like appearance to the landscape. “The further we 
go, the more white does the landscape become,” Marie-Paule 
wrote in Life of Love. (Life of Love VIII, p. 106) The impetus had 
been given; the Army of Mary was founded. It was time for 
this Work to spread. One day, when it will have fully devel-
oped, this Work will enable humanity to discover again, in its 
ascent to God, the Terrestrial Paradise where everything is 
crystal-like and bathed in light.

However, the little group on its way to Montreal had no in-
kling of this. Sister Jeanne d’Arc, who was among the group, 
nevertheless saw in this landscape the description of a grace 
Marie-Paule had received a few days earlier. In this grace, 
Marie-Paule saw in the semi-darkness a little ball at her feet. 
This little ball rolled along a flat surface covered in snow or 
in white cotton wool, and  it too became white. The more it 
rolled, the bigger it got, like a snowball in November’s wet 
snow. At the end, in the immensity of the sky, the ball, white 
and covered with thousands of scintillating stars, seemed as 
big as the earth.

When Sister Jeanne d’Arc drew her attention to this sim-
ilarity, Marie-Paule understood that the Army of Mary would 
grow to the point of covering the entire world, and each Center 
would be like a little shining star. (Id.)

So, on that day, Marie-Paule, the Immaculate as Daughter, 
was in a car on her way to a Marian day of prayer. She was 
the guide. Nothing was then perceptible of the greatness of 
God’s plan, but she was the one who would save the world 
once again. And God had decided that this would be done in 
simplicity, in love, and on the cross.

Fifty years later, we must acknowledge that, in spite of its 
developments, the Marian Work still does not cover the earth. 
However, the promise of renewal remains, and it will be ful-
filled, in a not-too-distant future perhaps. God alone knows 
this and Marie-Paule could still surprise us.

The accounts of the first foundings of the Army of Mary are 
there for a purpose. A spirit emerges from them and, at the 
time of renewal, they will serve as reference points.

The Work having evolved, when the souls will finally turn to 
Marie-Paule, they will most certainly identify more with the La-
dy’s Work or its Community than with the Army of Mary. How-
ever, they  will nevertheless have to begin at the base which is 

interior reform and sanctification through the demands of the 
duties of their state; all of this supported by an intense spiritual 
life. All must become saints.

When there were the first foundations in 1971, how did one 
enroll in the Army of Mary? By consecrating oneself to Mary 
through the recitation of the Consecration to Mary. This took 
place during Mass, at the Offertory, with the new members 
forming a human cross in the church’s nave. The souls were 
then united for the same cause. They generously committed 
themselves in a Work of Co-Redemption, prepared to give all, 
and especially their sufferings accepted with love, after the 
example of Mary.

Soon, it will be through the Consecration to Marie-Paule 
that new souls will join her Work. Her mystery having evolved, 
we understand today that Marie-Paule is the Woman of com-
bat for the latter times; the One who guides us towards the 
renewal of our world; the One through whom humanity will 
be regenerated. Joining her Work is much more than simply 
joining a Marian movement. It is participating in the Kingdom 
to come and opening oneself to the new Royalty.

What are the conditions of admission to be a member of 
the Work? Adapting what Marie-Paule explained in the Army 
of Mary Manual, we could say: “To belong to the Work, it suf-
fices to love Marie-Paule, to consecrate oneself to her and to 
make her known and loved.” There you have the conditions for 
admission. And God is the one who calls; and He will call all 
kinds of people. In the Army of Mary Manual, Marie-Paule was 
already encouraging us to open wide the doors. She wrote: 
“Who are we to refuse this or that person?... Sinners?... We 
are all sinners! Even to those who make of evil a profession 
and who desire to convert, we must extend our help and our 
understanding, for they are as capable of rising to the heights 
of virtue as they were of descending to the depths of evil.” 
(Manual, p. 9)

Thus, there will be a day when sinners, those who have 
been asleep or slumbering and have now awakened, will 
come. One day, souls having greatly suffered will come, and 
they will come in great numbers. We cannot have any idea 
how this will happen, but from the very first foundings of the 
Army of Mary, an impetus towards the extension of the Work 
was palpable. The Work had to spread, reach the largest num-
ber and draw them to God. There was even talk of a “general 
mobilization”. (Id., p. 28) A hierarchical organization was given 
in order to reach souls and associate them with a Center of 
spiritual animation.

How will this impetus of extension be revitalized? The im-
portant thing is that we maintain the same spirit that motivated 
those foundations; the one of trust in the Divinity which will 



indicate its will through providential events; the one of confi-
dence in Marie-Paule who will see to putting the necessary 
persons in place.

At the time of the founding in Montreal on November 13, 
1971, souls that had spent many years in preparation were 
available to form the Committee of animation and to carry on 
with the upsurge Marie-Paule had come to instill in them on 
that day. May this fact remind us that we are not presently in 
a period of waiting, but rather in one of formation. It will be 
necessary that those coming after us be well formed in order 

* * * * *

EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

The First Founding of the Army of Mary
The Army of Mary was founded on August 28, 1971. In 

November of that same year, the first Army of Mary Center 
was established in Montreal. This was a victory for the Virgin 
Mary and it prepared the triumph of her Immaculate Heart. To 
manifest her joy, she had symbolically spread her immaculate 
mantle along the road travelled by the first founders, for, on 
that day, a light snow covered the ground.

The Lord had said to Marie-Paule: “One day, you will be 
at the head of a great movement.” What movement was He 
referring to, she wondered. To her great surprise, it was only 
when the Army of Mary was founded that she discovered what 
this great movement was which God had spoken of. In fact, 
she was greatly surprised. For on August 28, 1971, the Marian 
Group she had founded, had gathered for its annual celebra-
tion. There was no question of a foundation. The Lord antici-
pated her when He revealed that the Army of Mary had been 
founded on that day.

The purpose of the Army of Mary was the renewal of priests 
and religious, as well as the family, and it was also to be in the 
service of the Church. It was under the guidance of the Virgin 
Mary and the Archangel Saint Michael. It had to suffer much 
because the spirit of the time was very far from the True Spirit. 
The battle was so intense that the Church of Peter split in two 
when it rejected the Army of Mary. That is how there rose up 
the Church of John with its twelve apostles. 

A vision from Anne Catherine Emmerich gives us a good in-
sight. She said: “I also perceived in the dark ranks, corruptors, 
false prophets... who fought the writings of these twelve new 
apostles. The party of the twelve apostolic men had grown 
during the struggle... and from the other side... the true city of 
God – from Rome –, there came an appalling flash of lightning 
that crackled out in the shadowy abyss. At the same time, I 
saw, above the Church diminished and humiliated, an august 
Lady. From her, light radiated all about and gradually pene-
trated the darkness. And wheresoever these rays penet rated, 
the earth was renewed and flourished. The new apostles 
assembled beneath these rays. Everything flourished. As of 
then, all was renewed.” (Life of Love VIII, pp. 218-219)

In the light of the knowledge we have today, this Army of 
Mary was the Work of Marie-Paule who was vested with the 
Spirit of Mary; and it was in Mary’s name, as the Daughter of 
the Father, that she guided this Work of the Immaculate for the 
renewal of the Church. Only the Lady of All Peoples was in a 
position to dislodge the Spirit of darkness which had comfort-
ably settled in within the Church of Peter.

Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort had predicted that 

to be open and receptive to souls. “The Lord fashions His 
Work in silence and discreetly,” Marie-Paule wrote. (Life of Love 
IX, p. 138) 

May our commitment in this Work really be in contrast will 
our darkened world, and may the influence of our lives partic-
ipate in the brilliance of the Centers of the Work. Marie-Paule 
really spoke of thousands of Centers covering the world, en-
tirely white and purified.

Father Jean-Michel Bouchard

Mary would be there to form her apostles who would preach 
the Gospel all over the earth, preaching it in all its purity, fear-
ing no one, sleeping without gold or silver and performing mir-
acles as great as those of the first apostles.

Now, the day of the founding of the first Center of the Army 
of Mary in Montreal was a great victory because it was the 
beginning of the spreading of the divine Work which was to 
regenerate the Church and the world. Not everyone was in 
a position to be able to direct new Centers. It was necessary 
that its directors have the Spirit of the Virgin Mary which totally 
inhabited Marie-Paule. Of this day of foundation, she said: 
“When minds are open and possessed of the same ideal to 
serve and to love, when the goal is the same, there is an im-
mediate union of spirits... on identical paths of true charity and 
authentic spirituality.” (Review The Army of Mary, vol. I, p. 55)

The Army of Mary’s goal was the defence of the Triple 
White, that is, the Eucharist, Mary and the Pope. Its spirituali-
ty had to be really authentic in order to be free from the mod-
ernism and traditionalism prevailing among a large number of 
the clergy. It was not to fear any of the criticism coming from 
both of those tendencies. Only the Holy Father’s teaching was 
to dominate. So, Marie-Paule had to go against the current of 
those two tendencies in order to protect those who wanted to 
be faithful to the Church. In fact, her life in the service of the 
Church was lived on the cross. But what a victory! For the 
Church was purified in order to be more beautiful than ever. It 
now shines with the divine light of the entire Divinity: Father, 
Mother, Son, Daughter and True Holy Spirit. 

Father Paul-Yvan Lambert


