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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

Being an Apostle of the Co-Redemption

In her messages at Amsterdam, the Lady urged all her 
subjects to imbue themselves with the apostolic ideal: “Be 
apostles among yourselves, since all together, you are One. 
Let each one consider himself to be an apostle; let there be 
harmony between each one of you.” (43rd message, October 5, 
1952) Elsewhere she said: “You are all apostles, you are hand-
maids of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Lady will 
reproach you with nothing. She knows very well that she has 
before her human beings. Everything has become difficult for 
you in this time; but for goodness sake, act according to the 
spirit of your Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. He went before 
you as God and as Man.” (Id.)

Let there be harmony between us! Act according to the 
spirit of Jesus Christ! There you have the remedies advocated 
by the Lady in order to get through these difficult times. We 
find those two imperatives throughout our Foundress’ life. For 
us, Paulians, being an apostle of the Co-Redemption means 
imitating the apostolic spirit found in Life of Love. Mother 
Paul-Marie expressed this in her own way, as Woman, by men-
tioning the following: “Let us remember that, if it is necessary 
that we correct ourselves, it is also very necessary that we 
put much love in all we do. Authentic love quickly transforms a 
life. Since all of us are working towards becoming apostles, let 
us remember that true apostles convert hearts not by the way 
they speak, but by the way they love: God first of all and then 
their neighbor.” (Audio conference of February 13, 1983)

In fact, our apostolate must be done first through example, 
but not any kind of example. This example must be imbued 
with a silence that draws its strength from God’s presence and 
His love. Let us remember that, in the New Testament, after 
Pentecost, Jesus’ thinking permeated so strongly the person 
of the apostles that their mere presence brought about as 
much a conversion of hearts as a healing of the bodies.

Thus, to be imbued with Marie-Paule and her Life of Love 
requires that our entire being be inspired by and live of the 
way she looked at things in faith so as to be an apostle of 
the Co-Redemption. Then, our attitude will allow her spir-
it of self-abandonment, forgiveness and generosity to show 
through, and this will draw us along in her wake in an oblative 
love towards God, our neighbor and the very wonderful Work 
from which the Kingdom will come. Let us not look any fur-
ther,;the apostolic spirit characterizing the Work is there!

Being an apostle of the Co-Redemption, being an apostle 
of the Lady doubtlessly means manifesting God’s power in 
keeping with what we are and what we can give. So, the call-
ing will be different for each one, as Saint Paul mentioned in 
his letters: “There are different gifts but the same Spirit; there 

are different ministries but the same Lord; there are differ-
ent works but the same God who accomplishes all of them 
in everyone. To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good.” (1 Cor 12:4-7) But it is necessary 
to recognize this first of all, and that is done in prayer and ac-
ceptance. God does not ask of us something we do not have. 
However, He will work at developing what we do have and 
even what we possess interiorly, of which we are unaware, 
solely for the good of the Work, the Kingdom and humanity.

Consequently, the apostle will let himself be hewn by the 
Co-Redemptrix for the purpose of being sent, but not neces-
sarily in the manner he thinks. Saint Ida, the first apostle of the 
Co-Redemption, stayed in her home, just like Saint Theresa 
stayed in her Carmel. This did not stop the Lady from asking 
her to help those who were in spiritual distress: “You will help 
them by saying the Prayer. Nothing more is asked of you.” (43rd 
message)

“Nothing more is asked of you!” Being an apostle of the 
Co-Redemption means accepting humbly and simply the La-
dy’s requests. It is not so much a matter of travelling all over 
the world, but rather of serving Marie-Paule in an exemplary 
manner by constantly correcting oneself and accomplishing, 
as perfectly as possible, the duties of our state while making 
every effort to see that, around us, there is a unity of hearts 
and minds.

We can clearly see that the world is falling apart. Since 
Marie-Paule’s departure, the infernal spiral that divides has 
been increasing, to the point that we wonder if the Work will 
be able to stand firm. However, did not the Lady say: “You are 
One... let there be harmony between each one of you”? Be-
coming one! There you have precisely the essential practice 
all members must follow at this crucial time when the world is 
searching and the Kingdom is looming for humanity.

The Lady demands this most elementary charity from us 
as an example for humanity. To her wish to make apostles of 
us, there corresponds especially the will that peace be estab-
lished wherever we may be: in our families, at work, within the 
Work and in our societies. This is not always an easy task but 
it is so gratifying.

Saint Paul himself, who was in prison because of the Lord, 
recalls this, saying: “I plead with you, then, to live a life worthy 
of the calling you have received, with perfect humility, meek-
ness, and patience, bearing with one another lovingly. Make 
every effort to preserve the unity which has the Spirit as its 
origin and peace as its binding force. There is but one body 
and one Spirit, just as there is but one hope given all of you by 
your call. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 



and Father of all, who is over all, and works through all, and is 
in all.” (Eph 4: 1-6)

Dear members of the Work, dear brothers and sisters, we 
are but one! For goodness sake, “let us remember that true 
apostles convert hearts not by the way they speak, but by the 
way they love...” We have wasted enough time! To follow the 
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EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Being an Apostle of the Lady
In her letter to the Apostles, Marie-Paule wrote: “Let us 

go forward in accordance with God’s plan which will always 
surprise us.... The realizations are always astonishing and in 
conformity with the Lord’s words, but never as we would have 
thought. That is when we really experience what humility is 
(our heart slowly empties itself in order to receive a wonderful 
dose of love from the Father).” (White Book IV, p. 79)

We do not really have a definition of the mission of the 
Apostles of the Lady. The first Apostles probably did not have 
much of an idea of what they were to do until Jesus sent them 
out and Pentecost enlightened them.

One thing is certain, though, the calling to be an apostle 
was for all. Yes, all of us are called to be apostles. An interest-
ing fact is that Paul was not among the twelve. It was through 
a grace, a direct call from Jesus that he became the Apostle 
of the Gentiles. Another very interesting fact for us is that the 
letter of appointment of the Apostles in the Church of John, for 
the Kingdom on earth, was addressed to everyone, by means 
of the White Books.

In the same way that Paul put the Gospel above all else, so 
too, Marie-Paule wrote in her letter that it was absolutely nec-
essary that Life of Love be our life, for that is where we would 
find everything. There is absolutely everything in Life of Love, 
the Gospel of Mary.

Then, Marie-Paule spoke of the direction given to souls. 
Spiritual direction is usually reserved to priests, but Ma-
rie-Paule immediately went on to say that even lay persons 
would be spiritual directors. See how important spiritual di-
rection is. And the best and greatest spiritual director is obvi-
ously Mother Paul-Marie, appointed a Doctor of the Church by 
Heaven because of her very lofty spiritual science.

Concerning the new Apostles, Marie-Paule quoted, in vol-
ume VIII of Life of Love, the lights received by Anne-Catherine 
Emmerich (1774-1834) in this regard.

“I also perceived in the dark ranks, corruptors, false proph-
ets... who fought the writings of these twelve new apostles. 
The party of the twelve apostolic men had grown during this 
struggle... and from the other side... the true city of God – 
from Rome –, there came an appalling flash of lightning that 
crackled out in the shadowy abyss. At the same time, I saw, 
above the Church diminished and humiliated, an august lady. 
From her, light radiated all about and gradually penetrated the 
darkness. And wheresoever these rays penetrated, the earth 
was renewed and flourished. The new apostles assembled 
beneath these rays. Everything flourished. As of then, all was 
renewed.” (Life of Love VIII, pp. 218-219)

What is the work of an apostle? Doubtlessly, we could say 
that it is to proclaim the very new Good News. It is obvious that 
one is converted through what one hears or what one reads. 
However, Mother Paul-Marie, before speaking and writing, 
prayed – and that is perhaps where it is possible to under-

Co-Redemption is to be an apostle of Marie-Paule and her 
Life of Love. And if there is one thing she exacts of us, it is 
not so much knowledge as love between us, and gratitude 
towards God whose language manifests itself in thousands 
of ways for the good of the Work, the Kingdom and humanity.

Father Angelo Gonthier

stand the important work of an apostle –; she prayed much 
and she suffered much. That is the real work, the first task, of 
an apostle.  It is necessary to “really experience what humility 
is; [then] our heart slowly empties itself in order to receive 
a wonderful dose of love from the Father,” she wrote to her 
Apostles. We would like so much to convert the entire world, 
so that all may believe and all enter into the Father’s Heart.

What Marie-Paule did in secret for forty years before the 
founding of the Army of Mary was not to engage in studies; 
she obeyed providential events. She was formed by Heaven, 
and she put God in all things. That is what we must learn: to 
put God in all things in our life. That is the first task of a real 
apostle. 

In True Devotion to Mary, Saint Louis Marie Grignion de 
Montfort leads us to understand that we are all apostles when 
he speaks of the apostles of the latter time who hold the rosa-
ry in one hand and a crucifix in the other.

We should clearly understand that all of us are called to be 
apostles of fire. And it is up to us to bear fruit in the measure 
of our generosity. We can produce fruit at thirty, sixty or a hun-
dredfold. Therefore, we must go and draw from there where 
Heaven put absolutely everything for the Kingdom on earth in 
our time, and that is in Life of Love.

In a  text written by Sister Chantal, she explained marvel-
ously well the modalities of the appointment of the new Apos-
tles. She wrote: “Although the Kingdom has been won by the 
Co-Redemptrix and, through her, open to all souls, its con-
crete realization here below is still in the embryo stage. How 
then are we to understand these appointments which do not 
seem to have any concrete repercussions for the time being?

“Mother Paul-Marie herself explained it in the ‘White Book’ 
when she indicated that it is not the person that is important, 
but ‘what counts, above all, is the Work that determines the 
divine essence prompting the souls called to direct it.’ (cf. White 
Book III, p. 164) 

“Thus, by appointing these persons to a specific role or 
position, Marie-Paule put in them ‘the divine essence’ which 
must motivate them and which they will pass on, in turn, to 
their successors... Their responsibility lies first on the person-
al level, interior and spiritual, before having an external impact 
which will develop progressively.”

“It is not you who chose me, but I who chose you.” Have we 
not all been chosen by the Lady? We are like the foundation 
stones of the Kingdom on earth and we have a great respon-
sibility or duty, that of trying to outdo ourselves in love and the 
service of others. It is a return to the source of genuine interior 
reform which must always work us more deeply.  Marie-Paule 
sowed the divine essence in us, and it must grow so as to 
stimulate all souls and all peoples. Let us love with her love 
because she loves us so much and eternally. 

Father Rémi Tremblay


