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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

The Little Shepherdess of La Salette

Melanie of La Salette was born in Corps, a small village 
in France in the Diocese of Grenoble, on November 7, 1831. 
From childhood, great mysteries unfolded between her soul 
and God. One day, her father, Pierre Calvat, showed her a cru
cifix and said to her: “See, my daughter, how our Lord Jesus 
Christ wanted to die on the cross out of love for us!” From that 
moment, an interior impulse led her to a love of the cross and 
the crucified one. She said: “My father’s crucifix does not talk, 
but he prays in silence. I want to imitate him; I will be silent 
and pray in silence.” That is how, from a very early age, she 
prepared herself for contemplation.

Her mother was constantly scolding her and one day, to 
get rid of her, she gave her as a punishment to go and serve 
a family of peasants by looking after their cows on the moun
tains of La Salette. This solitary place would quickly be the 
delight of this innocent soul. She was then hidden, separ
ated from the world and as though closely bound in with her 
Creator. While her cows grazed, she would take pleasure in 
talking with God’s little flowers, as she herself put it. Thus, 
she encouraged them to praise their Creator, but she also felt 
sorry for them because they could not love Him.

But then, the great splendors of the supernatural sur
rounded her, carrying her off to heaven. On a Saturday morn
ing, September 19, 1846, on the mountain of La Salette, the 
renowned apparition of the most Blessed Virgin to the happy 
shepherdess and Maximin, the little companion who worked 
with her, took place. The Mother of God appeared with the 
signs of the Passion, weeping all the time she spoke with the 
two shepherds. She announced divine chastisements be
cause of the scorn and the profanation of Sundays. She con
fided two secrets, one to Melanie and the other to Maximin. 
The authorities at the time would really have liked to know the 
secret confided to the shepherdess. Melanie’s replies harsh
ly struck the one who incessantly dared to intervene so that 
she would share the secret. An interrogation by Father Lagier 
proves this. Here is a passage from it:

– “The predictions aren’t happening. We have not seen the 
famine.”

– “You’re in quite a hurry,” she replied.
Or again: – “The Lady certainly disappeared in a cloud.”
– “There were no clouds,” Melanie said.
– “But it’s easy to wrap oneself in a cloud and disappear,” 

the priest replied.
– “Father, wrap yourself in a cloud and disappear!”
After the Virgin’s apparition, the name of the little shep

herdess, unknown until then, spread from mouth to mouth 

and filled the world. Her humble and hidden life became quite 
different because she was vested with the mission of making 
Mary’s messages known. From that moment, there began for 
Melanie a life outside the solitude she liked so much. This 
mission caused her pain and tears, ovations and scorn, ven
eration and calumnies. Moreover, she confided to someone 
that she experienced ten years of hell in her mind. During that 
time, people thought she was crazy or hallucinating and she 
was led to the great Chartreuse. As a result of a continuous 
supernatural assistance, she was able to resist and persevere 
to the very end.

In her messages, the Virgin confided to Melanie that there 
would be a future religious order for which she then passed 
on the rule. When, we discover the description Mary gave of 
this, it is hard not to link it with the apostles of the Lady. She 
told her that there would issue forth from the holy Church a 
signal religious order, called new apostles or missionaries of 
the Mother of God who will spread throughout the world and 
will do a tremendous lot of good to Catholicism. They will be 
inflamed  with a zeal like that of the first Apostles for the glory 
of God and the salvation of souls.

Later, Melanie would become a nun. Her desire to be ig
nored by all will make her travel from country to country, lead
ing a nomadic life. But people always ended up by recognizing 
her. “I ask the Lord to make me suffer and to hide me,” she 
said. And yet, in spite of this suffering, the atmosphere was 
purified whenever there was contact with her. Each one was 
struck by her modesty, her recollection, her humility. Her atti
tude made it possible for something of her hidden sanctity to 
be perceived.

The seeress felt that she was an obstacle to the fulfillment 
of the divine plan. For that reason, she would mortify herself, 
wanting to obliterate herself in various ways. She wanted to 
die and she longed for it. On December 15, 1904, the faithful 
at Mass noticed the absence of the one they admired without 
knowing her. So, they asked to go to her house. There was no 
answer when they knocked at the door of her poor little house. 
They broke down the door and saw the handmaid of the Lord 
lying on the floor, lifeless. It is said that she was that way be
cause she had been sleeping on the floor for a long time. That 
was the very edifying life of the seeress of La Salette. Let us 
ask the Divine Shepherdess to allow this little shepherdess to 
always guide us throughout our pilgrimage on earth.

Father Francis Thériault
* * * * *



EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Melanie, the Messenger of La Salette

Mélanie Calvat, the seeress at La Salette, was born on No
vember 7, 1831 in Corps in France and she died in the night of 
December 1415, 1904 in Italy. With the young Maximin Giraud, 
she witnessed the apparition of the Virgin Mary at La Salette on 
September 19, 1846.

Mélanie, without much instruction, was watching over the 
flock with Maximin, when both of them saw a “beautiful lady” 
appear in a splendid light; she was weeping as she spoke to 
them. She gave the children a message that was destined to 
be passed on to everyone, and to each one of them a personal 
message. That evening, they informed their masters. The widow 
Pra, Mélanie’s mistress, told them they had seen the Virgin Mary 
and she asked the children to tell everything to the parish priest 
at La Salette. The priest wept with emotion, took notes, and in 
tears, spoke of this in his sermon at the church. This was a call 
to penance. The Virgin declared: “Sunday, the Lord’s day, is no 
longer respected; people constantly swear, not respecting my 
Son’s name. If my people do not convert, great misfortunes will 
befall them. I cannot hold back my Son’s arm.”

The Bishop of Grenoble appointed commissions charged with 
examining the facts, the one was made up of professors from 
the Grand Seminary in Grenoble and the other of titular canons. 
These commissions concluded that a more indepth examina
tion was required before a judgment could be made. An new en
quiry began and then sixteen persons met in the Bishop’s pres
ence. After an examination of the report, the majority concluded 
that the apparition was authentic. Moreover, the Bishop of Sens 
very carefully examined three cures attributed to Our Lady of La 
Salette which occurred in the city of Avallon. On May 4, 1849, 
the local Ordinary acknowledged as being miraculous one of the 
three cures which had taken place on November 21, 1847.

In a document signed on September 18, 1851, the Bishop of 
Grenoble promulgated this judgment: “We judge that the appa-
rition of the Blessed Virgin to the two shepherds on September 
19, 1846... in the parish of La Salette... bears in it all the char-
acteristics of the truth which the faithful have reason to believe 
unquestionable and certain.” 

And the reasons for that decision were the following: the im
possibility to explain in human terms the events, the miracles 
and the cures, the spiritual fruits of the apparition (in particu
lar the conversions) and finally the legitimate expectations and 
wishes of a great number of priests and faithful.

Afterwards, the Bishop of Grenoble would publish a declara
tion whereby the mission of the little shepherds was over and 
the matter was now in the hands of the Church, specifying that 
the approval of the Church concerned only the original revela
tion of 1846 and not anything that followed. They wanted to im
pose silence concerning the secret confided by the Virgin Mary.

In fact, what brought about the rejection of the secret of La 
Salette was they could not believe the disorders that would come 
in the Church. Yes, Mary’s words have been sadly confirmed to
day. And the conspiracy of silence was imposed by the Pastors, 
in spite of the imprimatur and the fact that the secret had been 
placed in the Pope’s hands. (cf. Life of Love XIV, pp. 108109)

We cannot report here the entire secret of course; however, 
here are a few passages which are really painfully current.

“The priests, ministers of my Son, the priests by their bad life, 
by their irreverences and their impiety in celebrating the holy 
mysteries, by love of money, love of honor and of pleasures, the 

priests have become cesspools of impurity.”
“Yes, the priests are asking for vengeance, and vengeance is 

suspended over their heads. Woe to the priests and to persons 
consecrated to God, who by their infidelities and their bad life 
are crucifying anew my Son!”

“The leaders, the guides of the people of God have neglected 
prayer and penance, and the demon has obscured their intelli-
gence; they have become these wandering stars that the old 
devil will drag along with his tail to make them perish.”

“The number of priests and religious who will separate them-
selves from the true religion will be great. Among these persons 
there will be found even bishops.”

“Bad books will abound on earth and the spirits of darkness 
will spread everywhere in a universal slackening in all that con-
cerns the service of God.”

“The holy faith of God being forgotten, each individual will 
want to be guided by himself and to be superior to his peers.”

Mélanie would experience outright persecution. After the ap
parition in 1846, she was placed as a boarder at the convent 
of the Sisters of Providence in Grenoble. In 1850, she became 
a postulant in the Order and in October 1851, she took the veil 
under the name of Sister Mary of the Cross. However, she was 
not given authorization to make her vows of profession, so she 
entered another convent. Afterwards, she would go to Corps, 
to the Carmel at Darlington in England, then with the Sisters of 
Compassion at Marseille, in Greece and then back to Marseille. 
She would live 17 years near Naples in Italy, as of 1867.

During that time, Congregations were created at La Salette, 
charged with looking after the pilgrims and spreading the mes
sage of the vision. Mélanie openly made it known that the appa
rition had authorized her to give their names, their rules and their 
habits herself to these Congregations. When the bishop refused 
to bend to her demands, she appealed to the Pope who granted 
her a private audience in 1878. Mélanie published a book in 
1879, under the title, The Apparition of the Blessed Virgin on the 
Mountain of La Salette. This book received the imprimatur of the 
bishop of Lecce near Naples, but a debate erupted and finally 
the Vatican placed this book on the Index list.

After the example of Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort, 
Mélanie had to go from one region to another because of the 
rejection of the authorities. Thus, she would settle at Cannes, 
then à ChalonsurSaône, then returned to Lecce, and then to 
Messine in Sicily. She would die at Altamura in the south of Italy. 
Throughout her difficult life, Mélanie remained poor and pious, 
always faithful to the first testimonial she gave. She prayed, suf
fered and offered her life for priests with the certainty that many 
would return to the right path.

She was accused of many things: deception through trickery, 
disobedience, inconsistency, being a hysteric, of simony, being 
possessed, etc. Those who felt the secret was aimed at them 
vilified her.  Mélanie’s mission was most painful, and yet, every
where she went, she left the exquisite perfume of all the virtues, 
distinguishing herself mainly through the practice of humility and 
the love of the cross. To prepare the coming of the apostles of 
the latter times, God could not have raised a more crucified soul, 
more forgetful of self. The handmaid of the Lord wrote: “It is at 
the school of calvary that we learn the rare science of the love 
of suffering and the real obliteration of self.”

Father Denis Thivierge


