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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

Beginning Holy Week

Today is Palm Sunday, the Sunday of the Passion. This is 
an elating yet sorrowful theme. On the one hand, Jesus’ disci-
ples are happy, enthusiastic, even breathless with admiration, 
for the Christ they love is being acclaimed by the crowd shout-
ing loudly, “Hosanna!” 

A fickle crowd, for a few days later it will clamor, “Crucify 
him!” Cries of joy are succeeded by cries of death; words of 
love followed by words of hatred. Quite bluntly.

As foretold by the prophet Simeon, the Savior would be a 
“sign rejected”, What He proclaimed was judged unaccept-
able. God the Father was well known, but He who was His 
Son, whom they did not wish to recognize, was forbidden to 
advance “new ideas”. He was even accused of blasphemy.

The Son, the Savior, was covered with ridicule by the wise 
ones of that time; He was mocked by the crowd and His Moth-
er was looked upon as the Mother of a “madman”. He was 
scourged, crowned with thorns, nailed to the cross, and He 
died like the basest of scoundrels. What wrong had He done?  
Marie-Paule is the one who gives us the reason for this: “One 
need only be good and tell the truth to be despised and hated 
by the mob, after the first flush of enthusiasm has passed.”

He who desires to serve, to be a true servant, must accept 
to be despoiled, as was Jesus, to walk in His footsteps and 
to consent, as He did, to be a “sign rejected”. (Cf. Life of Love 
Appendix III, p. 91) However, those close to the Master were not 
all faithful. Some, though, would become stronger after the 
Resurrection.

The days that followed Palm Sunday were filled with intense 
emotion. When we read the Gospel of the Passion, as well as 
corresponding texts from mystics, we notice that the Passion 
had as an effect to reveal the weaknesses and the strengths 
of each one.

Some are prepared to follow Him all the way to the Cross, 
and that is not the majority. At the foot of the cross, we will 
see Mary most holy. In the Mother’s Heart are echoed all the 
Son’s sufferings. She will be able to say: “Who has a sorrow 
like mine?” If this had been possible, she would have offered 
up her life in her Child’s place, but she could not do so, since 
this was not her mission. She would have to still be present 
for the beginnings of the Church, to strengthen and shore up 
the Apostles. And she will have to come back, for her hour will 
come at a much later date.

There would be Mary Magdalene, the one who converted, 
forever grateful, who would be faithful to her liberator to the 
very end. With their possessions, she, Martha and Lazarus, 

had provided assistance to the belittle Man. Later, she would 
buy the necessary scented mixture to embalm Jesus’ body, 
and she wept, early in the morning, next to the empty tomb. 
In this tragic moment of the crucifixion, Mary Magdalene was 
afraid of nothing and no one. She was so much stronger than 
Peter. In The Poem of the Man-God, we can see the boldness 
of this woman who dared to confront the Pharisees who were 
insulting Jesus and His Mother. (The Poem of the Man-God, vol. 5, 
p. 612)

There was also the apostle Saint John who, after an initial 
moment of fear, took hold of himself and followed his Master. 
Being pure, he had an indestructible love of Jesus, but he de-
fined himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved”. On Calvary, 
there were a few other pious women, among them Mary, the 
wife of Clopas and Mary Salome. 

More off to the side, there were Joseph and Nicodemus, 
as well as the faithful shepherds. These men “see Him and 
they weep without any respect for public opinion, although the 
priests now abuse them,” Maria Valtorta recounted. (Id., p. 616) 
Besides that, there were the two thieves, one would let himself 
be touched by grace and the other, not; the centurion and the 
soldiers; the adversaries who rejoiced at seeing the Messiah 
eliminated. But the others, the chosen ones, and those who 
declared themselves to be His friends, where were they?

In fact, the Apostles and disciples were terrorized by fear 
even if they had been forewarned three times by the Master 
of the events which would soon take place. It is as if those 
men had lost the use of their reason. They were experiencing 
a deep sense of failure. Their Master, so strong, so power-
ful through His words and His miracles, who commanded the 
wind, the devil and even the dead, had now been arrested, put 
in chains and condemned. For them, everything had crumbled.

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” Peter had 
declared. (Mt 16:16) He had also declared: “Though all may have 
their faith in you shaken, mine will never be shaken!” (Mt 26:33) 
This same Peter, presumptuous, relying too much on his own 
strength, became so cowardly. In the last tragic hour of Christ’s 
life, Peter did not have the courage to continue on the road 
with Him. This Peter, in whom Christ had put His hopes, de-
nied Him after having sworn he would be faithful. However, the 
Redeemer knew it all. He had warned His Apostle: “Before the 
cock crows tonight you will deny me three times.” (Mt 26:34) And 
everything happened as it had been foretold. However, Peter 
would repent and become an indefectible and merciful wit-
ness. Peter would brave the storms and even meet the same 



fate as the Master...
Christ the Savior knew that Judas would betray Him. He 

even indicated this to His Apostles at the Last Supper. (Mt 26:20-
25) Jesus had accepted Judas as an apostle in the same way 
He had called the others with their qualities and their faults. 
Jesus urged him to correct himself from his thirst for power and 
money. Jesus would teach Maria Valtorta the slow but definite 
evolution of Judas in evil, and his fall. (Cf. vol. 5, pp. 946-952.) The 
mystery of the freedom of man respected by God. Overtaken 
by remorse, instead of converting, as the others had, for Jesus 
would have forgiven him, Judas went and hanged himself. For 
all of us, this lesson is a striking example of divine mercy, on 
the one hand, and, on the other, of final impenitence. 

So it was that, during Jesus’ Passion, the intimate thoughts 

of a great many were revealed. In our time, we were the wit-
nesses of another Passion, that of the Co-Redemptrix. For 
Marie-Paule, there were the Johns, the Mary Magdalenes, 
the Simons of Cyrene, the Veronicas and so many others, but 
there were also those who left. In a way, we are still on Holy 
Saturday. Many were called to collaborate in the Work, but left 
it out of pride, heedlessness, or let themselves be distracted 
by so many things. In our time, the choice still remains to be 
made... will we be faithful to the end? We suspect that there 
will be other tribulations before the triumph of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary. And among those who will have left, some 
like Peter will come back, humbler and filled with ardor for the 
cause which brings us together.

Father Denis Thivierge

* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Palm Sunday

FROM THE WOOD OF THE PALMS  
TO THE WOOD OF THE CROSS

Today, the passion of love of Jesus Christ, our Savior, be-
gins. The rituals of Palm Sunday encourage us to participate 
in the joy of the Hebrew people as it witnessed the festive 
and solemn entry of Jesus in Jerusalem, that is, the palms 
the crowd waved as a sign of victory, the mantles spread on 
the ground to honor the Messiah who was entering riding a 
donkey’s colt, the festive hosannas of the children and the peo-
ple, the triumphant procession acclaiming Jesus Christ, King 
of kings and Lord of lords. We spontaneously identify with this 
festive crowd, we join in their singing, we participate in this 
triumph.

Unfortunately, the exaltation of the celebration lasted only 
a very short time and was quickly transformed into death and 
humiliation. In order to pass from the joy of the triumph of the 
palms to the joy of the Resurrection, Jesus had to go through 
the harsh experience of the Passion, the cross and death. 
This is a mysterious course, very hard to understand, humanly 
speaking, and the first reading in today’s Mass speaks of it in 
these terms: “Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming 
in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he hum-
bled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.”

In the austere liturgy of Good Friday, we will again listen to 
those words, which go on to say: “Because of this, God greatly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above ev-
ery name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.”

Self-abasement and exaltation: there you have what the 
Paschal mystery consists in. However, the key which enables 
us to understand and penetrate the astounding designs of God 
being accomplished in the events of Easter is love. The king-
ship of Christ is expressed in this accepted self-abasement, 
this total detachment, in becoming servant and slave in a very 

deep and complete humiliation. In fact, the reading of Jesus’ 
Passion places before our eyes the terrible scenes of His Pas-
sion: His moral and physical suffering, Judas’ kiss, being aban-
doned by the disciples, the trial before Pilate, the insults and 
mockery, the condemnation, the way of the cross, the crucifix-
ion. Finally, the most mysterious suffering: “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” A very strong cry and then there 
was death. Why all of that? Because He who was without sin 
accepted the Passion for us sinners, and by letting himself be 
unjustly condemned, He bore the burden of our sins. Through 
His death, He did away with our sins and through His resurrec-
tion, He won salvation for us.

That is why the Eucharistic celebration expresses our grat-
itude and our love of Him who sacrificed himself for us, the 
Servant of God who, as the prophet had foretold, did not put 
up any resistance, did not back down, turned his back towards 
those who scourged him, did not turn His face away from the 
insults and the spittle. (cf. Is 50:4-7)

If, on the one hand, all of history (the one of humanity, that 
of the Church and that of each one of us) is definitively marked 
by the passion of love the Son of God suffered and offered up 
for us; on the other hand, we are called upon to also proclaim 
the glory of God the Father and His infinite mercy. Immersed in 
the death and the cross, attracted by the crucifix, we can really 
be participants:
•	 in His glorious resurrection which was victorious over the 

power of death and gave us life for ever;
•	 in His kingship which uses the power of Love, to be able to 

draw good from evil, to soften the most hardened hearts and 
arouse hope in the deepest darkness;

•	 in His priesthood whereby He stands before the Father with 
open arms to serve Him in praise and to pass on His love to 
men.

CHRIST’S PASSIONATE GIFT OF SELF

It is right to affirm that for the evangelist St. Marc, the red 
thread in the account of the Passion, read on this Sunday, is 
Jesus’ prayer to His Father. This prayer expresses a sort of 
interior wrenching, but, beyond all that, there is the stable el-



ement of the awareness of one’s own filial relationship with 
the Father: “Father, Father”. It is an awareness which never 
disappears, even in times of trial. And from thence is born  the 
entreaty: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by.” 
If God is Father and if He can do all things, why does He not 
deliver Him from this trial? This is the spontaneous request of 
man and of the man Jesus as well. But after this prayer of en-
treaty, there was renewed confidence, unreserved self-aban-
donment: “Still, let it be done as you would have it, not as I.” 
If, at the beginning of the episode of Jesus in the Garden of 
Olives, we have the description of an anguished and fearful 
Jesus, at the end, after the prayer, we see a Jesus who has 
regained His serenity and His firmness: “Get up! Let us be on 
our way! See, my betrayer is here.” The Father did not take the 
cross away from Jesus, but helped Him instead to lay on it, so 
as to bear the fruit of eternal life.

It is the Father’s love which sends the Son to the cross. 

However, in offering up His Son, the Father also offers himself 
up entirely with Him. He offers His Son for the salvation of the 
world. At the same time, it is the love of the Son who does not 
“judge” the world but who sacrifices himself out of love of the 
Father and for the salvation of the world. By giving himself up 
to the Father through the sacrifice of the cross, Jesus offers 
himself to the world at the same time, to every person and to 
all of humanity in need of mercy.

Let us end this reflection on Palm Sunday by striving to live 
in praise and thanksgiving, like those who welcomed Jesus in 
Jerusalem. Instead of spreading palms, let us humbly prostrate 
ourselves before Christ. Let us cover ourselves with His grace, 
or better still, with all of Him, in order to be able to offer to the 
victor over death, no longer simple palms, but the trophies of 
victory over our “self”. It is with such sentiments that we will 
truly be able to sing: “Victory, you will reign. O cross, you will 
save us!” 

Father Marc Lévêque


