
Eucharistic and Marian cEntEr spiri-Maria

sunday days of prayEr
fEbruary 20, 2022

MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

Saints Francisco and Jacinta Marto

The very short lives of Saints Francisco and Jacinta Marto, 
who died, he at the age of 11 and she at the age of 10, prove 
that holiness is not a matter of many long years but of the 
quality of one’s love. 

Francisco was born on June 11, 1908. According to his par-
ents, he was a gentle and humble child, with a likable, dis-
ciplined and obedient character. He liked music. His cousin, 
Lucia, would complete the picture of his personality by saying 
that he was talented, calm, independent in his opinions and 
good even with animals.

Jacinta, born on March 5, 1910, was a little girl with a gentle 
and tender character which did not prevent her from having a 
strong will. She really liked to dance. She was very affectionate 
and likeable. Being of a sensitive temperament, she liked to 
contemplate flowers. She enjoyed caressing and even hugging 
little lambs, and she would call each of her lambs by a sweet 
name she had given them. However, her sensitivity sometimes 
led her to pout.

Both of them were typical children from the Portuguese 
countryside of that time. Since they did not go to school, they 
began to work at a very early age. That is how, like their cous-
in Lucia and with her, they would watch over the small family 
flock. Every day, they had to go to the designated pastures so 
the sheep could graze. At that time, Lucia was 9 years old, 
Francisco was 8 and Jacinta was 6.

The apparitions of the Virgin Mary transformed their little 
hearts thirsting for love. From then on, they would channel all 
the strength of their respective characters in the service of love 
of God and  love of souls. And that is what would rapidly lead 
them to sanctity.

In fact, after having seen the Virgin Mary, the little Francis-
co, who was now 10 years old, began to pray all by himself, 
applying himself to saying the 15 decades of the rosary well, 
whereas previously, he would shorten the decades in order 
to be able to go and play sooner. Impressed by the  Virgin’s 
words, according to which “one must not offend God”, he 
would often withdraw in solitude so as “to console Jesus for 
the sins of the world”.

He liked to go to the church and adore in silence before 
the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle. Like his little sister 
Jacinta and his cousin Lucia, he had a very great desire to 
convert sinners and to make reparation for the sins commit-
ted in the whole world, and so he would impose very severe 
sacrifices upon himself, to such an extent that the Virgin Mary 
would recommend to him, and to the two girls as well, to curb 

their zeal in this regard.
In December 1918, the Spanish flu entered the Marto family 

household. Francisco caught it and the phases of remission 
and relapse would then alternate. He would not pull through 
the last relapse in mid-February 1919. On his deathbed, he 
offered up his sufferings “to console Our Lord and convert sin-
ners”. Nothing for himself, everything for God and souls. More 
than that, he happily declared: “It won’t be long before Jesus 
comes to get me to go to Heaven with Him, and then I will al-
ways be there to see Him and console Him. What happiness!”

There you have, dear friends, what led to the sanctity of 
this child: a gratuitous, selfless love. His most cherished desire 
was to be able, in Heaven, to continue consoling the heart of 
His Jesus. What a lesson for all of us. However, God would not 
let himself be outdone in generosity. In fact, as he was about 
to breathe his last breath, little Francisco exclaimed: “Look, 
mother, at the beautiful light, there, close to the door!” Then, 
he passed away, smiling and without any pain.

The same was true for his little sister. Jacinta was deeply 
impressed by the vision of hell which occurred during the third 
apparition. Upset by the horrible fate awaiting impenitent souls, 
she would now never miss an opportunity to do penance for 
the purpose of obtaining their conversion. For the sinners who 
ate too much, she would give her meal to poor children and not 
eat. For the conversion of sinners who do not even go to Mass 
on Sundays, she would go to Mass on weekdays even when 
she had no strength. Moreover, she who really liked to dance 
decided one day that she would no longer dance as a sacrifice 
for the conversion of sinners. She fervently declared: “I love 
the Lord and the Virgin Mary so much that I never weary of 
telling them I love them.” She would constantly repeat: “Sweet 
Heart of Mary, be my salvation! Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
convert sinners, save souls from hell.”

In 1918, she made her First Communion, That same year, 
the Virgin came to visit her and her brother Francisco. Jacinta 
recounted: “Our Lady came to see us and she said that, in a 
little while, she would come to get Francisco and bring him to 
Heaven. She asked me if I still wanted to convert more sinners. 
I said yes. She told me that I would go to the hospital and that 
there I would suffer a lot; that I would suffer for the conversion 
of sinners, in reparation for the sins against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, and for the love of Jesus. She told me that my 
mother would take me to the hospital and that I would then stay 
there all alone.”

And that is what happened. It was with all the strength of 



her will that she had said “yes” to the Blessed Virgin’s request. 
Her calvary lasted approximately a year longer than that of her 
brother. And as foretold, she would die all by herself in a hospi-
tal in Lisbon on February 20, 1920. She was not quite 10 years 
old. When he proclaimed her Blessed on May 13, 2000, Pope 
John Paul II said that the little Jacinta had died while “heroical-
ly offering herself up as a victim for the conversion of sinners”.

The love of God and the love of souls, there you have the 
main message from the lives of those two children. This double 
precept of love, lived heroically, led both of them to the height 
of sanctity.

The love of God and souls, there you have what also sus-
tained Marie-Paule Co-Redemptrix in her formidable mission. 
In Life of Love, she wrote: “I am busy about my humble tasks 

when all at once I begin thinking about the past. Again I see 
the long years of suffering, the calvary of every moment that 
I had to live, and I search for what it was that motivated my 
fidelity, for it would have been so easy to have abandoned my 
commitment... The events jostle about in my mind, and then I 
remark the apostolic flame in my heart, which was never to be 
extinguished. It was this that rallied my courage, and it was the 
love of God and of souls that renewed my zeal when, humanly 
speaking, everything was hopeless.” (Life of Love III, p. 127)

May the love of God and souls constantly revitalize our 
courage and sustain our faithfulness in these fearsome times 
in which everything must be renewed. May Saints Francisco 
and Jacinta intercede for us with our Mother.

Father Carl Beaupré 

* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Saints Francisco and Jacinta Marto
In 1917 at Fatima, the Immaculate chose three little children, 

Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco. They were quite young, unaware 
of human wisdom, unable to read or write. She taught them to 
pray. Lucia would have to remain on earth in order to make the 
Blessed Virgin known and loved. A few years after the appari-
tions, Jacinta and Francisco would be called back to God and 
would receive their reward. These little children, so young and 
yet so pure and simple, understood Our Lady’s message. That 
is why they gave themselves over to extraordinary sacrifices 
for children of their age, and especially little Jacinta. (Cf. Revue 
L’Armée de Marie, September-October 1975.)

Thus, the Immaculate came to visit the earth in order to 
warn us of the dangers threatening us. She appeared to the 
three shepherd children to ask them to pray and do penance so 
that the war might end, that there be peace and, in particular, 
that Russia be converted. Among the Madonna’s six appari-
tions to the children, the one of July 13 particularly impressed 
them, for, in it, they had a brief vision of hell. Mary then said to 
them: “In order to save the souls of poor sinners from hell, the 
Lord wishes to establish in the world the devotion to my Immac-
ulate Heart.” She would add: “If that is done, many souls will be 
saved and there will be peace...” (Cf. Marie, September 1976.) This 
vision of hell profoundly affected the children of Fatima, not so 
that they would be frightened, but by transforming their lives 
and making of them souls of reparation.

Thus, Jacinta, born on March 5, 1910, being naturally gentle 
and rather docile to baptismal grace, touched by the vision of 
July 13, took the task of making sacrifices for the conversion of 
sinners so much to heart that she never missed an opportunity 
to do so. One day, she was caught running to give her meal to 
some poor children for the conversion of sinners. The salvation 
of souls haunted and consumed her, something that is rather 
rare at such a young age.

Jacinta liked to dance, but she gave up this entertainment. 
The little girl said to Lucia: “Now, I will no longer dance.” – 
“Why?” asked Lucia. – “Because I want to offer this sacrifice 
up to Our Lord.”  Jacinta always had that thought which had 
become a habit: suffering for sinners, making reparation in 
their stead by substituting herself for them to obtain forgive-
ness and the grace of conversion. When, out of mortification, 

she did not want to eat, someone would say to her: “Jacinta, 
come on, eat now. – No, I am offering up this sacrifice for the 
sinners who eat too much.” She was in the habit of going to 
Mass on weekdays, but being now already sick, someone said 
to her: “Jacinta, don’t come, you don’t have the strength; today 
isn’t Sunday.” Jacinta replied to him: “It doesn’t matter; I will 
go for the sinners who don’t even go on Sundays.” She was 
anxious to make reparation for the idle talk and for other more 
serious words. She declared: “O my God! Those people don’t 
know, then, that when they say such things, they risk going to 
hell? Pardon them, my Jesus, and convert them. They certainly 
don’t know that this offends God. How pitiful, my Jesus! I pray 
for them.” And then, she would repeat the prayer taught them 
by Our Lady: “O my Jesus, forgive us, save us from the fires 
of hell and lead all souls to heaven, especially those souls in 
most need of this.”

After the cycle of the six apparitions in 1917, the Virgin Mary 
would appear to her again three times. Jacinta had known for 
a long time that the more she would suffer, the more numer-
ous would be the souls snatched from the eternal flames. In-
structed by infused grace, she had understood “the value of 
sacrifice, how it is pleasing to God and how, in consideration 
of this, God converts sinners.” Her “yes” was generously given 
with each sacrifice she was inspired to make.

She had to undergo surgery and she suffered much be-
cause they were unable to use chloroform as a result of her 
extreme weakness, so that they had to make do with a local 
anaesthetic. They removed two ribs from her left side and the 
wound was the width of a hand. She suffered tremendously 
and the pain would surge again every time they had to ban-
dage the wound. This made her offer up even more to God. 
Finally, on February 20, 1920, she died alone as this had been 
foretold her. The first time Jacinta’s body was exhumed, on 
September 12, 1935, her face had been perfectly preserved.

Francisco, for his part was born on June 11, 1908, and was 
9 years old at the time of the apparitions. Always sporting a 
happy face, he was kind and accommodating with all, even if 
he had to make huge sacrifices. If the other children insisted on 
taking something that belonged to him, he would say: “Keep it, 
it doesn’t matter to me!” When participating in games, he was 



rather lively, but few children liked to play with him because 
he always lost... And when he did win, if someone wanted to 
deprive him of what was his, he would give in without resis-
tance, simply saying: “You think you won? Well then, that’s 
okay; it doesn’t matter to me.” However, he was neither fearful 
nor weak.

Francisco could see the apparitions but could not hear the 
Blessed Virgin’s words. So, when he learned from Lucia that 
Our Lady had promised to take him to Heaven on condition that 
he say many rosaries, he cried out, crossing his hands over his 
breast: “O Our Lady! I will say as many rosaries as you want!” 
He had found his vocation, that is, console the Virgin Mary and 
God through the devotion of the rosary because of the many 
sins being committed.

To say his prayers and to offer up his sacrifices, he liked 
to hide even from Jacinta and Lucia. And he was not outdone 
by his sister with regard to sacrifices. He was seen to refuse 
his favorite drink offered him by his godmother. Or again, he 
refused to participate in a children’s party given by relatives 
where there was singing and dancing. Every time, he would go 

off on his own to pray. Moreover, he liked to go before the tab-
ernacle. He knew that he did not have much time left to live on 
earth. Having caught the Spanish flu, he suffered with a heroic 
patience, without ever uttering a moan or even the slightest 
complaint. He endured it all for love of Jesus and Mary and 
then he would offer it up for sinners. He died on April 4, 1919.

Francisco and Jacinta had understood in their lives what 
Marie-Paule would write later on: “One cannot, with impunity, 
play loosely with grace.” (Life of Love II, p. 388) Or again, these 
other words from the Co-Redemptrix: “If only the astuteness 
of these inhabitants of hell were known, the world would never 
trifle with sin!” (Id. V, p. 29)

Jesus said to His apostles: “If you do not become like these 
little children, you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mary 
gave us the same warning by showing us the two children of 
Fatima whom we are honoring today. For them, the things of 
this world did not exist. They judged everything from the point 
of view of eternity which they were impatiently awaiting. May 
we imitate them.

Father Denis Thivierge


