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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

Our Lady of Banneux

Let us imagine that the universal Mother, the Mother of 
heaven and earth, the Mother of all creatures – the Mother of 
man and of the Man-God above all –, the Mother who is the 
Spouse of God and who has been at His side since all eternity, 
the Mother who with Him and their children, who have already 
come or are yet to come, constitutes the Divinity..., let us imag-
ine that this Mother, The Mother, comes down upon our Earth.

Yes, let us imagine that she makes a rent in the triple firma-
ment separating us from the Divine World, and let us imagine 
that once she has come down, she remains suspended in the 
air, revealing herself to children here and there, in time and 
space.

Now, if that were the case, would we not want to know every-
thing the Lady said? How beautiful she was, what gestures she 
made, what her words were? In short, the reason for her visit?

Well, she came in many places and at many different times. 
She did not come as an administrator to speak to the authorities 
to tell them what to do. No, she came “as a Mother” to speak to 
children, to remind all of us that we must be – or become – like 
them, and also so that her message would not be muddled up 
with a thinking that is too human or too theological.

The times are too bad for us to waste time arguing over what 
was or was not said. A child, on the other hand, in its simplicity, 
its enthusiasm, its virgin mind, can only repeat and repeat thou-
sands of times, what it saw and heard.

Today, the series of apparitions which is of interest to us 
is the one at Banneux, a little village in Belgium which, since 
the apparitions, is one of the villages visited most often in Bel-
gium, even today. John Paul II the Great also went there and, 
as Pope, celebrated Mass there.

What is the key word to be retained from these apparitions? 
Raoul Auclair, who had the heart of a child all his life, as he 
himself said, reported what was essential in that apparition, in 
the following words:

“At Banneux, as at Lourdes, Mary presented herself with a 
rosary over her arm. And Mariette at Banneux like Bernadette 
at Lourdes, did not have any dialogue, at first, with the Beautiful 
Lady other than that of the rosary.

“Oh, how Mary at Banneux as at Lourdes spoke very little. 
On the other hand, she insisted, three times: ‘Pray MUCH!’”

“‘My dear child, pray MUCH.’ And so, what would she say, 
what could she say in her prayer and her misery, the poor and 
very ignorant Mariette? The only thing she knew to say was 
‘Hail, Mary!’ Now, it was precisely of this ‘little’ that Mary was 
requesting ‘much’ of.

“And what do you think? That Mary would have need of our 
discourses and that we shine brightly before her?

“‘Pray MUCH,’ And there we are led to the very core of the 
mystery of the combat....

“Mary asks us to pray MUCH. Did she ever say, even one 
single time, to pray WELL? No, she did not say this. For to pray 
much, each one of us and even the most wretched among us, 
can do so. This is a matter of will. But who is in a position to pray 
well? On rare occasions perhaps. And that, for the better ones.”

So, pray, the Mother said to Mariette, the little girl at Ban-
neux. And she said it in many other places too. Always with the 
same insistence, because we have been in the same situation 
of urgency for many centuries; souls are being lost, for they are 
being interfered with by the ideologies of evil, the symptoms of 
which are vices and despair.

Therefore, we must pray and pray much in order to protect 
oneself and to safeguard the greatest possible number of souls 
that are victims without realizing it. Pray for the salvation of 
souls, that is the first point and the basic point the Mother came 
to emphasize in all her apparitions. This is a real battle, the 
stakes of which are humanity itself and more precisely its eter-
nal destiny.

The reason so many people are being lost or run the risk of 
being lost is, of course, because this physical earth is really in-
fested with demons. This is an awful idea, but it is very real and 
has been confirmed by different mystics, including Marie-Paule 
herself who saw that hell was on earth.

If, in her apparitions, Mary implores us to help her in this cos-
mic battle, that is because she needs us, of course. With each 
“Hail Mary” we address to her, we enable her to vanquish in us, 
a little more, that which must be vanquished, and thus push evil 
back to where it comes from.

This is not a dead-end situation; she came to tell us that too. 
The victory has been promised in advance. The Kingdom will 
come, regardless of what evil does. However, let us be fully 
aware that the number of souls to reach this Kingdom also de-
pends on our generosity. So, let us pray, pray much.

Father Leander Van Renterghem

* * * * *



EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

The Virgin of the Poor  
Prepares the Way to the Kingdom

First of all, let us situate ourselves geographically. We are 
in Belgium. It was from this country that “the Virgin desired to 
speak to all nations. For Europe..., is Belgium not somewhat 
like a central point, surrounded by its neighbors, as though it 
were the hub? France, England, Germany, the Netherlands. 
Would this not be like a global hub from which to launch the ap-
peals and the lessons that are needed because of the tremen-
dous wretchedness of the times?” (Samuel Poyard, Lourdes-Ban-
neux, ou la suite magnifique, p. 16)

In the same line of thought, we should also note that the 
countries mentioned above were at the heart of the maternal 
solicitude of the Lady of All Peoples when she said in her mes-
sages: “Warn the peoples of Europe.” (7th message, February 7, 
1946)

“Mary does not do anything without a reason.” (Lourdes-Ban-
neux, p. 10) In 1932, Mary came to Beauraing which “had its 
twilight on January 3, 1933”, that is, its last apparition. “This 
twilight was a dawn.” (Id., p. 18) In fact, from January 15 to March 
2, 1933, the Virgin appeared eight times at Banneux, a little 
village, a hamlet of 300 inhabitants. (It is interesting to note that 
“Banneux is called ‘Banneux-Notre-Dame’ [Banneux Our Lady], a 
name given to it in 1918, in gratitude to the Virgin.”) (Id.)

We should also note that 1933 was a Holy Year, marking the 
nineteenth centenary of the Redemption. We were in the difficult 
and turbulent period between the two wars, the one of 1914-
1918 and the one of 1939-1945, so still quite far from peace.

Now, for the facts concerning the apparitions in Banneux, 
so as to discover who the person was whom Mary chose. For 
those who appreciate dates and numbers, everything sur-
rounding Banneux will mean something to them. The seeress’ 
name was Mariette Béco and she was 11 years old. She was 
born on March 25, 1921, on the feast of the Annunciation, and 
that particular day was also Good Friday.

Mary would always appear in the evening at about 7:00 p.m. 
Mariette would see the Beautiful Lady in a soft light and this 
latter would beckon her to follow Her. On January 19, the Lady 
identified herself: “I am the Virgin of the Poor”, and on Febru-
ary 11, she said: “I have come to relieve suffering.”

As the message of Amsterdam given to Ida on March 29, 
1946, confirms: “The Lady appears..., standing on the globe.... 
She looks at me and says: ‘Come! Follow me.’... The world is 
covered with darkness. [And then, showing the Child Jesus] 
from whom emanates a great light,... she says: ‘First of all, 
return to Him, only then will true peace come.’ ” (9th apparition)

Samuel Poyard, in his book Lourdes-Banneux ou la suite 
magnifique [lit. Lourdes-Banneux, or the wonderful continuation], tells 
us that “the Blessed Virgin appeared under aspects which are 
not new.” Mary was dressed like Our Lady of Lourdes, so how 
should the apparition at Banneux be represented? The Bishop 
of Banneux would provide an answer to this question by saying 
that we must see Banneux as “a complement to and a culmina-
tion of Lourdes.” (pp. 9-10)

In the cleft of the rock at Massabielle, the Virgin offered 
remedies to her children for their spiritual and corporeal infir-

mities. Thus, as Louis Joseph, the Bishop of Liège, underlined: 
“Banneux has certain similarities with the Gospel: it repeats its 
spirit, reiterates its lessons.... It reveals Mary in her role as uni-
versal Mediatrix, coming to the aid of a world rushing to its ruin, 
indicating to it, in faith and prayer, the means of being saved. 
Banneux is at the dawn of the new Marian era... in which the 
reign of Mary will prepare the reign of Jesus.” (Louis Joseph, 
Bishop of Liège, November 6, 1950)

Mary’s epiphanies are all linked together with a view to the 
good of souls, in order to lead them to the Kingdom, for, as 
Jesus taught us, those who will inherit the Kingdom will be 
“the poor of heart, the gentle, the merciful, the pure of heart, 
the peacemakers, those who are persecuted for the sake of 
justice”. (cf. Mt 5:1-12)

Today, we know that this Kingdom was opened and made 
accessible to us by the Work accomplished by Marie-Paule, 
the Daughter of the Immaculate, the Co-Redemptrix, who 
wrote: “It has all happened without the least exaltation, without 
pretension, in all simplicity.” In her great humility, she would go 
on to say: “All that I must do now is save myself, after having 
collaborated in saving the world so that it might enter the King-
dom of a thousand years.” (Vie d’Amour, Appendice V, p. 137)

During the second apparition at Banneux, the Lady led Mar-
iette to a spring, telling her that this spring was destined “for all 
nations” and particularly for the sick. 

Mary is herself this spring, for she comes to help her poor chil-
dren, but she is not accepted, as we can see with the rejection of 
the Lady of All Peoples by the Church. Marie-Paule indicated: “I 
‘hear’ said with firmness: ‘The Lady of All Peoples condemns the 
Church.’ This is a very serious statement. Heaven has given to 
the Church everything necessary in order that peace may reign 
amongst peoples and nations.” (Life of Love IX, p. 199)

Lourdes 1858 – Banneux 1933: 75 years
In the Marian year 1958, which marked the 100th anniver-

sary of the apparitions at Lourdes, Marie-Paule received this 
indication of major importance: “The end of the times will occur 
in seventy-five years.”  1958 – 2033: 75 years

Heaven does not say or do anything without a reason. In 
1975, Marie-Paule noted: “It was in Lourdes that I saw the re-
ality of what was shown me in the dream, that the return to God 
would begin. This return to God is the beginning of the great 
Work foretold in the book, ‘The Lady of All Peoples’.” (Life of 
Love X, pp. 271-272) And in her 51st message, the Lady declared: 
“This true peace, peoples, is the Kingdom.” (May 31, 1955)

To Mary Immaculate, Mother and Daughter, who join us as 
we go on our way, urging us to follow them, we offer all our love 
and gratitude. Let us conclude with a few invocations to the Vir-
gin of the Poor, for we are all poor, and let us entrust the entire 
world to her. “Virgin of the Poor, lead us to Jesus, the source of 
grace. Virgin of the Poor, save the nations. Virgin of the Poor, 
bring relief to the sick. Virgin of the Poor, pray for each one of 
us. Virgin of the Poor, Mother of the Savior, Mother of God, 
thank you.” (Prayer said at the shrine in Banneux)

Father Stéphane Bouchet


