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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

“A Seal, That of the Living God”

“A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet and on her head a crown of 
twelve stars.  Because she was with child, she wailed aloud in 
pain as she labored to give birth.” (Apoc 12:1-2)

The Book of Revelation recounts the great battle of the faith 
with a view to establishing the reign of God on earth, which 
we call the Kingdom. This Woman, in her Marian mystery, is 
presented in the Apocalypse, in order to bring to completion 
God’s Work. The Apostle John was seeing a vision, the mis-
sion of which was to reveal the unfolding of the mystery of the 
Immaculate at the time of the major battle. Today, we know 
what this Marian mystery involves, as well as the elements of 
the Miraculous Medal and the one of the Lady of All Peoples.

Such a mystery could never have come to light without the 
divinely inspired interventions of Raoul Auclair who always 
saw, in Marie-Paule’s unconditional obedience, the unveiling 
of God’s plan for the Terrestrial Kingdom. Is that not what he 
was revealing when he gave his impressions following the en-
try of Marie-Paule and the dais of the Virgin Mary during the 
large celebration in Notre Dame Cathedral in Montreal in 1978?

For him, this was clearly the Ark of the Covenant, the sign of 
the great crossing. That is why he wrote: “Borne on a portable 
dais by bearers clad in white, the Virgin Mary, who is also MARY 
QUEEN, who is also THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, who is also 
THE WOMAN, made her entry into the church. And in this cer
emony, it was as if the Mother of the Church, making her way 
into this church as the Ark of the Covenant, was thus indicating 
that she was to lead the Church to the glory of the Kingdom, 
over the obstacles and through the anguish and perils of the 
Exodus.” (Life of Love XV, pp. 420-421)

At the beginning of that year 1978, the Lord had already 
shown Marie-Paule that entry procession. “I ‘see’ myself clad 
in white and wearing on my head a diadem with a star, and I am 
making my entry behind the statue of the Virgin Mary which is 
borne on a portable dais.” (Id., p. 241)  For the Lord, Marie-Paule 
had to accomplish the signs, or rather, she was the SIGN. That 
is why, barely a month before that entry, the major article she 
had been ordered to write, “I Am the Lady of All Peoples”, was 
published. All this series of signs became, for Raoul, as many 
proofs revealing the fact that the person of Marie-Paule was 
the divine seal upon humanity. In fact, her person became the 
divine stamp fixed upon events to authenticate them and to 
seal them in an impregnable manner.

This is a very profound Marian mystery, discreetly opening 
up on the presence and action of our Foundress in her capac-

ity as the Daughter of the Immaculate. Thus, her mission is 
revealed in a veiled fashion throughout the book of the Apoc-
alypse. Each one as symbolic as the other, the different traits 
and personages identifying her, faithfully reveal the stages in 
this tremendous mystical battle.

Then, “I saw another angel come up from the east holding 
the seal of the living God. He cried out at the top of his voice to 
the four angels who were given power to ravage the land and 
the sea, ‘Do no harm to the land or the sea or the trees until we 
imprint this seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 
(Apoc 7:2-3)

The Book of Revelation recalls the very special protection 
granted by God to all those who fight with Him. The Commu-
nity of the Lady of All Peoples is a work that is participating 
fully in the mystery of the Apocalypse. And we must not forget 
this! We are called upon to live within it as a knight. Are we not 
the Army of Mary? History, and especially the time of the cru-
sades, describes the crusaders, the knights, as belonging to a 
Kingdom of which they proudly wore the livery, which was like 
the seal of the King set upon their hearts. Thus, all the crusad-
ers worked to re-establish the faith and defend the Kingdom 
of Jerusalem.

“Imprint this seal on the foreheads of the servants of God.” 
This phrase, Saint Raoul Marie would take it up again and 
clearly identify it with the miraculous medal. “Have a medal 
struck according to this model. Those who will wear it will re
ceive great graces. And the vision, become picture, then med
al, turned about. The reverse side bore an ‘M’ surmounted 
by a cross, and beneath these, two hearts afire.... Now, Mary 
came to the edge of the Evil Times in order to help us in the 
crossing of those bad days. She brought her sign; she set her 
seal. ‘Whoever will wear the medal with confidence will be pro
tected.’” (Raoul Auclair, Les Épiphanies de Marie, p. 100)

In her turn, our Foundress wrote: “Mary’s love never ceases 
to reveal itself to the little ones who consecrate themselves to 
her and wear her Medal, for the Miraculous Medal is the exteri
or seal on our adherence to Mary.” (Life of Love, Appendix I, p. 230)

The Rue du Bac was one of the places visited by the Work 
during its pilgrimage in honor of the Apocalypse. The Lord’s 
intent was clear: associate the Miraculous Medal to the fig-
ure of Marie-Paule. Thus, this medal is marking history in an 
indelible manner. Given by the Virgin as a sign to counter the 
Great Revolution which was just beginning, who could have 
suspected that it would also be the seal of the End..., but this 
time, as the Seal of the Living God, as the warrior Woman, 



Mother Paul-Marie.
In the Bible, in the Book of the Song of Songs, it is written: 

“Set me as a seal on your heart, as a seal on your arm”. (Sg 8:6)
To set her as a seal on one’s heart simply means taking 

her into our homes as Saint John did with Mary. We are her 
Knights and, exteriorly, we wear her sign, the Miraculous Med-
al, and interiorly, the “seal of the living God”, our Foundress 
and her testimonial, Life of Love. Now, the Woman’s mission is 
our mission, that of establishing the Kingdom of God and de-

fending the faith bound in with it. Of course, wearing the mirac-
ulous medal identifies us as her crusaders. However, the em-
blem of the Kingdom, of which the Lady of All Peoples, Mother 
Paul-Marie is the Queen, this Kingdom must live in each one 
of us, first and foremost, at the cost of great renunciations, very 
great sacrifices... for we must not forget that the Lady’s testi-
monial, her Life of Love, is above all the blood of the sacrifice.

Father Angelo Gonthier

* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

The Messenger of the Miraculous Medal

Yesterday, November 27, we celebrated the Miraculous 
Medal. In 1830, the Virgin Mary appeared to Catherine La-
bouré in order to offer this medal to the world, a medal we wear 
with pride as a witness to our belonging to Mary Immaculate, 
Co-Redemptrix, Mediatrix and Advocate. In all our battles, we 
must remember Mary’s words: “All the persons who will wear it 
will receive great graces.”  There you have a detail which is not 
insignificant and we must pay attention to it.

On this November 28, we celebrate the one who passed 
on Mary’s maternal message to us, Saint Catherine Labouré. 
Our conference will deal with a few characteristic traits in this 
latter’s life.

First of all, let us recall briefly a few important dates. She 
was born on May 2, 1806 in a village of the Bourgogne region 
in France. She entered the Congregation of the Daughters of 
Charity in April 1830. On July 18 and November 27, 1830, the 
main apparitions occurred. She would leave this earth on De-
cember 31, 1876.

This having been said, let us now consider this soul which, 
since childhood, had been taken by a wonderful ideal for God, 
visiting the church to participate in the Eucharist, without for-
getting her love for Mary, as the following event shows.

“When she was only 9 years old, she lost her mother. On 
that day, in tears, Catherine kissed the statue of the Virgin sit
ting on the family hearth, saying: ‘Now, you will be my mother.’ ” 
(Leaflet, Chapel of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Paris)

She was 24 years old when she joined the Daughters of 
Charity, without a diploma, but rich through her experience of 
prayer, penance, obedience, work in the house and on the fam-
ily farm. Already a few years earlier, she had taken steps to join 
a Community. In fact, “the divine calling was increasingly clear
er. So, she decided to talk to her father. His reply was clear: 
‘You will not leave!’... Catherine suffered in silence, beseeching 
God who wanted her entirely for himself to fix the situation.... 
The father, for his part, thought about this. He liked his big girl 
so much!... He wanted to divert her attention, change her think
ing... One day, he thought he had found the solution. One of his 
sons, Charles, was in charge of a restaurant in Paris; that then 
was the hopedfor diversion. [There] she would forget her vo
cation. [However], the Virgin was leading her to her mysterious 
destiny...” (Sainte Catherine Labouré, p. 8)

Mary was watching over Catherine, making of her not only 
her child but also the messenger of her Immaculate Heart. The 

account of the first apparition is marked by this bond uniting 
them. “Seeing  the beautiful Lady appear, who would then go 
and sit on the armchair in the sanctuary, in a leap, the young 
Sister approached her, knelt on the steps and, with an entire
ly filial spontaneity, placed her clasped hands on the Virgin 
Mary’s knees.” (NotreDame de la Médaille Miraculeuse, novena, p. 12)

When Pope Pius XI beatified her on May 28, 1933, he said: 
“In Blessed Catherine Labouré, there is a lesson prepared for 
our time. It seems as though everything in life today has to be 
laid out externally... And yet, in a Christian life, it is necessary 
that there bit a bit of hidden life.” (Id., p. 37) Pope Pius XI would 
emphasize the self-effacement “of this soul about whom ev
eryone talked for so many years during her lifetime [46 years] 
and who remained in obscurity.” (Id.) What a wonderful lesson 
of humility in a world in which, too often, what counts is to be 
seen, to show things off through words and actions.

After the apparitions, Catherine “would leave the novitiate of 
the Rue du Bac on February 5, 1831, and enter the hospice of 
Enghien... She was first assigned to the kitchen and the linens 
department. In 1836, she was responsible for the elderly men’s 
dorm and for looking after the farmyard, the stable and the 
dairy”, without forgetting the garden. (Albert Lanquetin, Catherine 
Labouré, la sainte de Reuilly, p. 33)

Here are a few testimonials and anecdotes concerning our 
Saint which are very revealing. “Her approach was both sim
ple, natural and gracious. She said what had to be said and 
nothing more.”  When she left the Rue du Bac, here are a few 
appreciations on the part of the Superior: “Is able to read and 
write for herself. Her mind and judgment are not outstanding. 
Is pious and her work is done to perfection.” (Id, pp. 43-45,58)

“To a trick question asked by a companion: ‘Do you love the 
Blessed Virgin?’, she could not avoid  answering it, but she lim
ited herself to replying: “Well, Sister, who could not love her?” 
(René Laurentin, Vie authentique de Catherine Labouré, p. 374)

Another said: “I didn’t believe very much (in the fact she had 
been a seeress), so much so was her life similar to that of the 
others.”

Yes, a life like all the others. “We must not believe that Sister 
Catherine was born with a temperament that was easy and 
docile, that obedience came to her quite naturally.... Her brisk
ness... the firm tone of her words would then reveal that which 
virtue generally led her to repress.... She would immediately 
humble herself, saying, ‘I clearly see that I am still a very proud 



person.’... Of an unyielding nature but bent to obedience, only 
because it was faithful to grace.”

Finally, “It was a life of love, as Sister Vignancourt would 
sum it up. The way she looked at you and her love were insep
arable.” – “Her confessor characterized her life as being one of 
a great intimacy with God.” (Id., pp. 375-377)

In 1876, now 70 years old, “Sister Catherine felt her strength 
diminishing...  The time had come to speak up, for the Virgin 
Mary had released her from the secrecy. The Sister Superi
or would received her secrets... After having received the last 
rites, Sister Catherine seemed to doze off... ‘We were barely 
able to notice that she had stopped living,’ Sister Dufès would 
later admit. ‘I have never seen such a calm and gentle death.’ ” 
(La sainte du silence et le message de NotreDame, p. 26)

“As Pope Pius XII said during the audience which followed 
her canonization [on July 27, 1947]: ‘To all the human qualities 
of knowhow, tact, goodness, she added the supernatural vir
tues that make one live of God.’ ” (Catherine Labouré, la sainte de 
Reuilly, p. 44)

In the service of the Immaculate, Saint Catherine will have 
been at the origin of a Marian current which spread throughout 
the world with the distribution of the miraculous medal, the sign 
for our time which condenses the mysteries of the Redemption 
and the Co-Redemption. Saint Raoul Auclair expressed this in 
these words: “The ‘M’ surmounted by the cross. This seal is 
that given by Heaven for the triumph...” (Raoul Auclair, Life of Love, 
Appendix I, p. 26)

Although the apparitions have not been officially recognized 
by the Church, they were implicitly recognized through the in-
stitution of a liturgical feast day, the canonization of Catherine 
and Saint John Paul II’s visit there in 1980. Mary passes in the 
way she wants!

Saint Catherine Labouré, pray for us and help us “to see 
God in all things, to live in His presence, to place our trust in 
God alone and to hope for nothing except that which comes 
from Him” as you yourself expressed it and lived it. (Cf. Vie au
thentique de Catherine Labouré, p. 375.)

Father Stéphane Bouchet


