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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

Contributing to the Relief of Suffering Souls

As we know, the month of November is dedicated to the 
faithful departed. During this month, we think of and pray for 
not only our dear parents, relatives and friends but also and 
above all for all those who have left this earth.

For the Church to have set aside such a long period is proof 
of its importance and its necessity. Moreover, on November 2, 
All Souls Day, priests are invited to celebrate three Masses for 
the repose of the deceased. We are well aware that very few 
people, unfortunately, are able to go directly to heaven without 
first being purified in purgatory. Many mystics have revealed 
this truth to us, among them Saint Teresa of Avila who wrote: 
“Among all the souls whose fate was revealed to me, I saw only 
three of them go directly to Heaven without passing through 
purgatory.” (Livre de sa vie, p. 38)

“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the 
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.” (1 Sm 16:7) This 
well-known verse taken from the first Book of Samuel encour-
ages us not to judge others; furthermore, our judgments are 
almost always false, for God alone sees the innermost depths 
of hearts. How can we evaluate the interior life of individuals, 
their relationship and their union with God? Every soul experi-
ences its battles, its struggles, its difficulties and its sufferings, 
so how can we have a just and equitable appreciation of this?

There are souls we consider favorably, thinking they are 
virtuous and exemplary; in fact, for us, they are models to be 
followed. Sometimes we might think such persons will not go 
to purgatory, since this seems impossible. Our thoughts might 
run along the following lines: If these souls must go through a 
period of purification before entering the celestial life, what will 
each one of us then have to undergo? And yet, some of them 
will spend time in purgatory. By taking the example of a good 
father of a family who was considered to be a very noble, su-
perior soul, our Mother, Marie-Paule, explained to us in Life of 
Love how this was the case. She wrote:

“No one can judge the place occupied by a soul, unless, of 
course, this is divinely indicated. There are virtuous souls, of 
exemplary life, who will pass some time in purgatory, because 
in their life, honest and virtuous though it was, they never ex-
perienced the anguish of the terrible ‘night of the spirit’ which 
dissolves all the impurities imperceptible to the human regard.” 
(Life of Love V, p. 188)

Let us stop to consider what follows, for our dear Mother 
gave us very important details which help us better understand 
how much we must let ourselves be purified on earth rather 
than after our death. She specified: “This ‘night of the spirit’ 

is worth long years in purgatory, especially if the soul passes 
through the seven degrees of suffering. It is thereby made pure 
like crystal, brilliant like a diamond.” (Id.)

What a teaching full of light! Let us be very clear: these 
souls are not any less beautiful, virtuous, honest and exempla-
ry. What we understand though is that no one enters Heaven 
with the slightest little blemish. Thus, the soul must be clear 
and transparent so as to receive without any hindrance or ob-
stacle, the Light which is God and be entirely illuminated by it. 
Consequently, the purification which was not completed here 
on earth is brought to completion in purgatory. We must have 
a soul that is “pure like crystal, brilliant like a diamond”. To 
give us an idea of the kind of purification souls in purgatory 
are subjected to, our Marian writer, Raoul Auclair, declared in 
his book L’Homme Total dans la Terre Totale: “Here on earth, 
it is our animal flesh which dies; in purgatory, it is the flesh of 
our passions which will have to die.” (L’Homme Total dans la Terre 
Totale, chap. XII, p. 486)

Purgatory is a real location; it is clearly represented on the 
bas-relief of the Total Earth in the sanctuary of the chapel. 
Since there are many dwelling places in purgatory, it is written 
in the plural, with the singular noun designating the entirety of 
the places where souls will serve their time. Thus, souls pass 
from one dwelling place to the other in accordance with the 
degree of purification they have attained, until they enter into 
the Celestial Paradise. Of course, these souls suffer terribly; 
however, “they see only one thing,” Saint Catherine of Genoa 
told us, “the divine goodness working in them.” As a result, 
they are very grateful for such great mercy and they live in the 
hope of seeing again the divine Light.

The souls in purgatory undergo a punishment correspond-
ing to the passions and imperfections which they did not over-
come or master. However, they cannot do anything for them-
selves, that is, they cannot accomplish anything whatsoever 
that could reduce the length of their time in purgatory. Only the 
purifying flames of Love accomplish that task. On the other 
hand, we, human beings on earth, can do this, for it is possible 
for us to contribute to relieving their terrible torments. Saint 
Raoul Marie, in his book mentioned earlier, confirms this: “The 
verdict having been handed down, the soul will have to under-
go its decrees. However, if the soul can no longer do anything 
by itself for itself, it can receive the assistance of the living on 
earth.” (L’Homme total..., p. 479)

In an article in the paper Le Royaume entitled, “To Pray for 
Everyone Is to Pray for Oneself”, Marie-Paule urged us to pray 



for the whole of humanity. She wrote: “To pray for everyone is, 
in effect, to desire the welfare of everyone, and by that very 
fact, it means receiving a gratuitous share of the merits that 
flow out in graces into souls wherever God sees the urgen-
cy for and the importance of them. To pray for everyone is to 
forget oneself, is to consent to authentic love, the love that is 
giving and which quickly touches the Father’s goodness, for 
the goal of our prayer is God’s glory, and hence the good of 
humanity.” (Le Royaume, no. 109, January-February 1996, p. 1)

What riches there are in our beloved Mother’s writings! Why 
not apply this principle of prayer to the souls in purgatory? We 
could paraphrase the article’s title in this way: “to pray for all 
the souls in purgatory is to pray for oneself”. Those souls need 
us so why not come to their aid? In return, will they not watch 
over us? Prayer has a powerful influence on God’s heart.

Let us recall an event among all those our Mother shared 
with us throughout her life. This one has to do with Sister Fer-
nande Levasseur who passed away on August 18, 1987. Some 
time after her death, as Marie-Paule was working in her of-
fice, Sister Fernande manifested herself and asked that three 
Masses be celebrated for her intentions. Mother Paul-Marie in-
tended to do this once she had finished the task she was work-
ing on, but she forgot. A short time later, Sister Fernande mani-

fested herself once again and the request was again forgotten. 
Sister Fernande would return a third time and this time Mother 
Paul-Marie immediately complied, adding two more Masses 
in reparation. So, she prepared a note for Father Philippe to 
accompany the Mass stipends. Now, the envelope had just 
been deposited in the internal mail when Mother Paul-Marie 
had the surprise of seeing Sister Fernande again, holding roses 
in her hand. She had come to thank her because she had al-
ready benefited from the power of those three Masses, while 
the two additional Masses would provide her with a surplus of 
graces which she could freely distribute to whoever requested 
her assistance.

There you have a convincing example showing us how we 
are able to help the souls in purgatory. Thus, as we carry on 
with our interior reform, we can contribute to relieving their 
sufferings. For, we must not forget that a pardon granted, a 
suffering offered up, a cross or a humiliation lovingly accepted, 
a sacrifice consented to, who knows if such actions might not 
help a soul go from one dwelling place to the next in purgatory 
and then on to Heaven. And we can be assured that those 
souls will be of great help to us in our difficult ascent to the 
Father until we too can enter into the endless Light.

Father Jean-François Hamel

* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Why Pray for the Deceased?

One day, a scribe asked Jesus: “Which is the first of all the 
commandments?” To which Jesus replied: “This is the first: 
‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! Therefore you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the 
second:, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” (Mc 12:28-31)

Consequently, the commandments come down to love: the 
love of God whom we do not usually perceive and the love of 
others, of those who live with us, whether they are under the 
same roof as us or on the other side of the planet.

However, we know that our planet Earth is a part of a larger 
whole known as the Total Earth, which is represented on the 
wall in the sanctuary at Spiri-Maria. There is the World Earth 
or our planet, the World Water with, among others, the purga-
tories and the Terrestrial Paradise. Then there is the World Air 
which also contains several places including the Celestial Par-
adise, and there is the Abyss. Besides that, there is the World 
Fire which is outside the Total Earth, there where the Father’s 
Heart waits for us.

In all those places, with the exclusion of the Abyss, there 
are souls having a bond of love with God to different degrees. 
All those souls make up what is known as the Mystical Body 
of Christ or the total Church. In fact, the Church is divided into 
three parts, commonly called: the triumphant Church made up 
of the saints in the Celestial Paradise, the suffering Church 
which consists of all the souls in purgatory, and the militant 
Church to which we belong as long as we are on this earth. 
There is a symbiosis between the members of those three 
parts; there is a bond of love.

As the name of the second group indicates, the members 

making it up are suffering. Even if we do not usually perceive 
them, as is the case with God, we are called upon to love them 
and therefore to support them and bring them relief according 
to our means. Some people might object that the salvation of 
those souls is assured, that it is only a matter of time before 
they reach the Celestial Paradise. Such a way of thinking in-
dicates that there is a certain lack of love or empathy in this 
person’s heart. If, for example, one of us had a member of our 
family who was sick with a bad case of the flu, would we let this 
person we love suffer under the pretext that he will be better 
in a few days? Would we not, instead, bring him medication to 
relieve the pain or bring about a more rapid recovery? Or find 
ways so that this loved one will be as comfortable as possible, 
to be better able to rest and recuperate?

As we saw, God’s commandments come down to love. So, 
to pray for the deceased, to offer up sacrifices for them is to 
love them. This is also loving God who tenderly loves each one 
of His children. 

Some of us were able to witness Marie-Paule’s reaction 
when she learned that a member of the Work had died. She 
would have one or several Masses celebrated for this person. 
In Life of Love, she encouraged us to look after the souls in 
purgatory. She wrote in the fifth volume: “Was it not to confirm 
the importance of this devotion to the souls in purgatory that 
God permitted me to ‘see’ [a soul], first in purgatory, then upon 
its entry into heaven?” (Life of Love V, p. 316)

Furthermore, the souls in purgatory are grateful to us. We 
pray and offer up for them and they pray and intercede for us, 
especially once they have reached the Celestial Paradise. It is 
a little like our loved one who was sick with the flu. In keeping 
with his strength, he will pray for us or help us out a little when 



he begins to feel better, etc.
Several means are at our disposal to help the souls in pur-

gatory. The first and best one is the holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
with Communion offered up for the souls in purgatory. Then, 
the merits of the Redeemer and the Co-Redemptrix flow upon 
these souls in need. The second means to be used is the rec-
itation of the Rosary (the 15 or 20 decades) for those souls. Maria 
Simma, an Austrian lady who received the mission of suffering 
and praying for the souls in purgatory, declared the following 
with regard to the Rosary: “After the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
the Rosary is the most effective means to help the poor souls. 
Through the Rosary, many souls are set free each day, souls 
that would otherwise have had to suffer for many more long 
years.” (Maria Simma, Les âmes du purgatoire m’ont dit..., p. 35)

Other devotions are also very beneficial for the souls in pur-
gatory when they are practised for them, such as the Way of 

the Cross, indulgences and especially the plenary indulgence 
which can be gained once a day, almsgiving and good deeds 
or charitable works of mercy, lighting blessed candles for them, 
the acceptance of expiatory sufferings, blessing them with holy 
water, and so forth.

Yes, it is good to pray in order to bring relief to our brothers 
and sisters in purgatory. Let us take advantage of the means at 
our disposal to do good for these poor souls. During this month 
of November dedicated to the souls in purgatory, let us pray 
and offer up many good deeds for them. We will shorten their 
time of suffering and we will help a greater number of them 
reach Heaven. Then, when it will be our turn to go to the Ce-
lestial Paradise, we will have the great joy of being welcomed 
by a large group of grateful souls that will praise God with us 
for His mercy and infinite love.

Father Jonathan Larochelle


