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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

Saint Paul of the Cross and the Work

Paul Francis Danei was born at Ovada in Italy on January 
3, 1694; he was the eldest of a family of 16 children. At the age 
of 13, he joined a confraternity dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
An event marked his adolescence. While crossing a river with 
rising waters, he and his brother were saved from drowning 
by a kind Lady full of light who appeared to them, took them 
by the hand and set them on the shore safe and sound. They 
never forgot her. At 19, he experienced a first conversion and 
he wanted to become a saint at all costs. However, it was only 
when he was 21 that a special grace awaited him. After the cel-
ebration of Mass, a vision marked him for ever. While he was 
in the street, he felt himself being raised up to God. He was 
wearing a long black tunic, a white cross on his breast and the 
name of Jesus was written under the cross. Later, he and his 
brother would go to Rome; they would be ordained priests and 
begin their missionary activities of preaching. It is said that he 
spoke so ardently of the Passion that his tunic was burned be-
cause of this. Sometimes, during the celebration of Mass, he 
would experience a rapture which lifted him off the ground. The 
devil worked hard against this budding Community because 
many congregations, forming a coalition against it, persecuted 
it for many long years.

SAINT PAUL OF THE CROSS AND THE CO-REDEMPTION

On April 28, 1969, Marie-Paule bought the material required 
to sew her long white dress. In Life of Love, she recounted: 
“Only on the evening do I advert to the fact that it is on the feast 
day of Saint Paul of the Cross, the day picked by the Lord, that 
I have bought all the material needed to make my white outfit.” 
(Life of Love III, pp. 287-288) Had not the Lord and Mary told her 
that she would undergo all the sufferings of the Passion? In the 
chapel dedicated to Saint Paul of the Cross in Rome, there was 
a huge painting depicting one of Jesus’ arms detached from 
the cross and around Saint Paul’s shoulders, for he wanted to 
take Jesus’ place on it. Likewise, Marie-Paule wanted to save 
souls and take Jesus’ place on the cross.

FROM CHRIST’S PASSION TO MARY’S PASSION

In His designs, God desired these two Works so that His glo-
ry might shine forth. Saint Paul of the Cross and Marie-Paule 
both saw the tunics they would wear. Numerous crosses, on 
the part of the Church, befell these two Works. Paul received 
the indication that he had to wear a cross over his heart. Upon 
an indication, Marie-Paule would have to wear a pectoral cross 
on her heart. She also always wore the Miraculous Medal with 

the two Hearts of Jesus and Mary.

FROM QUEBEC TO ROME

In Life of Love, there are so many links between those two 
cities. For Marie-Paule, Rome would become the sign of a very 
great love of the Church and also of very great sufferings. The 
original plan having been thwarted, God was planning to unite 
the Community of the Sons of Mary to that of the Passionists. 
The Sons of Mary, unable to attain the priesthood in Quebec, 
the Lord would indicate to Marie-Paule in May 1984 that they 
should learn Italian, but without providing any more details. On 
May 30, Mary indicated the following; “All these young people 
will have to study in Rome.” A few days later, Mary would spec-
ify further: “They will study in Rome at the Angelicum. They 
could be lodged with the Pssionists.” (Life of Love, Appendix I, p. 
234) In fact, the Superior General at that time wanted to accept 
students in their large Generalate House in Rome which was 
close to the Angelicum. On October 16, 1984, the students 
would leave for Rome.

THE CHURCH OF JOHN AND THE CHURCH OF PAUL

We were lodged with the Passionists and the basilica which 
had been entrusted to them was the Basilica of Saints John 
and Paul. We were also in Rome during the pontificate of Saint 
John Paul II. Mystical graces of a great importance unfolded 
within those walls. In the Appendices, we can read the fol-
lowing in relation to the Archangel Saint Michael: “You will be 
asked to come to Rome.... I will tell you where to go.... You will 
have a car at your disposal and it will come to get you. I will 
keep you informed on everything.” (December 8, 1985) (Appendix 
II, p. 117)

She remembered then what she had written in volume XIII 
of Life of Love. She saw herself in front of a large building 
from which she had just come out. Cars were arriving and she 
followed the angel’s indication, but she noticed in particular 
the man at the wheel. His movements were delicate. She also 
noticed that there was something divine between her and the 
driver. It seemed as though they were communicating with 
each other by thought. Who then was this man? Right away, 
she “heard”: “It will be I, Saint Michael.” (Id.) The driver here was 
Serge Bréard and Father Victor had admitted to Marie-Paule 
that he had the face of an angel, thus fulfilling the grace already 
recounted in Life of Love.

Here is another important fact concerning Mother Paul-Ma-
rie. During the pilgrimage of 1986, before all the pilgrims gath-



ered together In the Basilica of Saints John and Paul and in the 
presence of Archbishop Mario Peressin, she had to wear the 
long white dress and carry the crook. Out of obedience, she 
had to submit to this request, against her personal will, for she 
would have preferred discretion. Once again, the divine will 
was being realized so that, one day, we could recognize the 
signs God wished to make known to us in this particular place.

God and the Lady had a plan. And Saint Paul of the Cross 

led us to understand that the Beautiful Lady he saw in his child-
hood was asking that, in return, he collaborate in favor of the 
Sons of her Immaculate Heart. We received very wonderful 
graces in those blessed places, and if some harsh tribulations 
were experienced in Saint Paul of the Cross’ time, the Sons of 
Mary would also have to follow this path of faith which leads to 
hope. May they be blessed for this for ever!

Father Real Bourque

* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Saint Paul of the Cross, 
Founder of the Passionists (1694-1775)

Paul Francis Danei was born at Ovada, a little village of 
Alessandrino in the Piedmont region. It is said that on the night 
he was born, a marvelous splendor lit up his mother’s room. He 
was the eldest of 16 children who were the joy of the home; a 
family having origins in the nobility but experiencing financial 
difficulties. From childhood, Paul manifested a great interest in 
religion and a very strong faith, nourished by daily participa-
tion in Mass, the frequent reception of the sacraments and the 
regular practice of prayer. However, in order to help the family 
in difficulty, he would begin working with his father, but his vo-
cation would lead him elsewhere.

At the age of 22, he began exercising a kind of aposto-
late among the young people. At first, they scuffed at his dis-
courses, but then they began to change their morals, and lat-
er, ten of them would embrace the monastic life. His parents 
wanted him to get married but he did not even look at the young 
lady they presented to him. At an uncle’s death, he refused 
the inheritance, giving up everything to walk along the path of 
Christian renunciation.

In 1713, Paul Francis decided to live as a hermit although he 
did not belong to any particular Order. He immediately shaved 
his head, knelt before his father and mother to receive their 
blessing and donned a coarse tunic of black woollen cloth.

At the age of 26, the bishop permitted him to live in a cell be-
hind the church of Catellazzo Bormida where his idea of found-
ing a new Community called “the Poor of Jesus” matured.

For more than a year, in the silence and solitude of his cell, 
he would write a Rule imbued with the love of the cross. In fact, 
this would be the spirituality typical of the religious Paul would 
guide. Thus, in a time of crisis in the faith, he would make 
the most unpopular choice, that of the cross and sacrifice. He 
wanted to be called Brother Paul of the Cross and he would 
bring aid to the poor and the sick in whom he saw the face of 
Jesus crucified.

For a period of time, the bishop of Alexandria confided to 
him the responsibility of preaching but, soon, he would give 
him permission to leave for Rome. On the way, a storm led him 
to Mount Argentaro. This location in the wilderness seemed to 
him to be appropriate for his future Community.

Finally, in 1727, Pope Benedict XIII authorized Paul to gath-
er together some companions of prayer and studies so that 
they could help him. The first one would be his own brother, 

John Baptist; the two of them would be ordained priests the 
same year. Thus was born the first nucleus of the Order of dis-
calced Clerics of the Holy Cross and the Passion of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, later known as Passionists. At its base, there is a 
radical commitment to the cross of Jesus and to the idea that 
His Passion is not only the inevitable remedy for the redemp-
tion of sin, but also “the greatest expression of God’s love for 
man”. The first religious were formed to be preachers. They 
would not fight against the Turks with weapons but with words; 
they would overcome ignorance, irreligiousness and the aban-
donment of the Gospel.

As soon as he had set the foundations of his religious as-
sociation, it experienced, like most important works, a rough 
beginning, but there was no lack of blessings from heaven.

In 1737, the church and convent of Argentaro were solemnly 
blessed. Three years later, Pope Benedict XIV had the rules of 
the Passionists examined and then approved them in a bull in 
1746. To the three ordinary vows, there was the additional one 
of preaching with love the Savior’s Passion. Paul and his com-
panions accomplished this with such zeal that they brought 
back to the faith a countless number of persons. Paul in par-
ticular spoke of the Savior’s tortures so vehemently that he 
and his audience both found themselves in tears and the most 
hardened hearts let themselves be drawn to doing penance.

In the Office of Readings of the breviary for his feast day, 
there is a letter from Saint Paul of the Cross in which he wrote: 
“It is very good and holy to consider the passion of our Lord 
and to meditate on it, for by this sacred path we reach union 
with God. In this most holy school we learn true wisdom, for it 
was there that all the saints learned it. Indeed when the cross 
of our dear Jesus has planted its roots more deeply in your 
hearts, then will you rejoice: ‘To suffer and not to die,’ or ‘Either 
to suffer or to die,’ or better: ‘Neither to suffer, nor to die, but 
only to turn perfectly to the will of God.’ 

“Love is a unifying virtue which takes upon itself the tor-
ments of its beloved Lord. It is a fire reaching through to the 
inmost soul. It transforms the lover into the one loved. More 
deeply, love intermingles with grief, and grief with love, and 
a certain blending of love and grief occurs. They become so 
united that we can no longer distinguish love from grief nor 
grief from love. Thus the loving heart rejoices in its sorrow and 
exults in its grieving love.” (The Liturgy of the Hours, vol. IV, pp. 1505-



1506)
Paul of the Cross spoke and wrote much, perhaps ten thou-

sand letters or more. His preachings during the Jubilee Year of 
1750 are famous. However, a large part of his life unfolded in 
solitude, apart from the world at Mount Argentaro to which he 
would withdraw and where he founded his first convent. From 
there, he would go as a missionary to the poorest regions of 
the Maremma and to the most faraway islands of the Tuscany 
Archipelago where it was hard to make God’s word penetrate. 
In 1771, thanks to the cooperation of Mother Crocefissa Con-
stantini, he founded the feminine branch of the Congregation 
at Tarquinia, the cloistered nuns who would become the Pas-
sionist Sisters of Saint Paul of the Cross, a congregation of 
apostolic life dedicated to the mission of education especially 
among women who were victims of violence and exploitation. 
Paul died in Rome in 1775 and he would be canonized by Pope 
Pius IX in 1867.

Witnesses have confirmed that the flame burning in the 

breast of this man would sometimes burn the clothes touching 
his heart, and when he went to the altar, rapturous transports 
would sometimes lift him up above the ground and all his outer 
being participated in the shining splendor of his soul.

It was to Saint Paul of the Cross and his Community, which 
has as a mission to preach the Redeemer’s Passion with love, 
that Heaven bound the budding Community of the Sons of 
Mary. What a providential bond! For, now that the mystery of 
the Co-Redemption has been accomplished, do not the Sons 
of Mary have as a mission to preach with love the Passion of 
the Total Christ – Jesus Christ-Paul-Marie – to whom we owe 
the reintegration of our humanity into God’s plan of love?

Hail O Cross, our only hope. Through you, the Lord and the 
Lady have accomplished the Total Redemption of humanity. 
Through you, on the wings of love, we desire, in their wake 
and in our small measure, to ascend all the way to the Father’s 
Heart. Saint Paul of the Cross, pray for us.

Father Marc Lévêque


