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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

The Review of the Army of Mary, 
a Timely Source for Us

On September 7, Marie-Paule would finish writing the first 
issue of the review The Army of Mary which was published on 
September 14, 1971. Over a period of five years, the publication 
appeared monthly until July-August 1975 and then bimonth ly 
until July-August 1976. To understand the importance of this 
review, it should be noted that a new edition was published as 
a collection of five volumes as of April 25, 1985.

In the introduction to the first volume, Marie-Paule wrote 
concerning the review: “It gives a precise account of the evolu-
tion of the Work through the Marian and Christological forma-
tion which was given our members, and through the informa-
tion given concerning our apostolic activities which promoted 
the consoling extension of the progress of souls towards Christ 
the Redeemer, through Mary, Queen and Mother, who said at 
Fatima, ‘In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph’.” (Review 
The Army of Mary, vol. I, p. 10) This same expression would appear 
at the bottom of the cover page of the first two issues.

The many appreciations mentioned in the review confirm 
the necessity for it at the beginning of the foundation of the 
Army of Mary. Here is one of them, among so many others.

“While I was in the Enfant-Jésus Hospital, I became ac-
quainted with the publication ‘The Army of Mary’. I can tell you 
that I liked it very much, for I took from it many precious coun-
sels. I was so happy to see that, at last, we shall soon witness 
the reign of Mary over us.  – Mrs. Roméo Thibault, Montmoren-
cy, Quebec” (Id., p. 175)

When we look through the index of the articles published 
between 1971 and 1976, which is found at the end of volume 
V, we can see the wealth of spirituality contained therein, in 
particular in the articles signed by Marie-Paule and in the Spir-
itual Letter Box.

It is a Marian spirituality based on what is taught in True 
Devotion to Mary by Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort; 
a spirituality recognized by the Church, not practised by the 
majority but by all the souls that desire to live a genuine union 
with God.

The little review also promoted Mary’s role which is to crush 
the serpent’s head and to give Christ back to the world, as 
Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort again asserted.

Although we find in it all those basic aspects, some might 
be tempted to say that we are far from discovering in it the new 
spirituality proper to the Work. In effect, the devotion to the 
Lady of All Peoples particular to the Work, the mystery of Ma-

rie-Paule, her identity as Co-Redemptrix, Lady of All Peoples, 
Queen and Sovereign, Regeneratrix of all souls are not spoken 
of. There is no mention of the spirituality of the three bodies 
linked to the three worlds, of the return of the risen ones here 
below who are to come and glorify their three bodies which, 
after having integrated the Spirit of God, will be able to enter 
into the Father’s Heart, enter into the Heaven of God.

All of that is true, but one should not say or be tempted to 
say that the little review is outdated, that the Work has gone 
on to another level. To think that way is to forget that in order 
to reach the Father’s Heart, to be regenerated by coming back 
here below, it is necessary first of all that one enter into the 
Celestial Paradise. This means that we have to develop in us 
what constitutes the basis of the spiritual life, a union with God, 
doing so as of the here-below. For, although we may desire to 
reach God’s Heart, if we do not have the firm resolve to work 
at our interior reform every day, then our desires will be for 
nought. This is the foundation and we must never forget it. If 
we do not understand how to live our consecration to Mary, 
how will we be able to live the one we are presently making to 
Marie-Paule?

The articles in the issues of the review The Army of Mary 
continue to be a reliable source in our efforts to develop a solid 
spirituality. Moreover, it is not simply by chance if, under the 
tab “Writings” on the website Radio Love, we find replies Ma-
rie-Paule gave in the Spiritual Letter Box. In it, there is concrete 
advice on subjects which are of interest to all: distractions and 
aridity in prayer, difficulty in forgiving, trials in the conjugal 
life, the temptations of the noonday devil, and so many other 
topics. Although this comes as no surprise to him, the reader 
quickly realizes that in it is found the teaching of Life of Love.

Furthermore, reading the accounts of the activities of the 
Work of the Army of Mary in the first years of its foundation, as 
related by Marie-Paule who often used pen names, arouses 
in us a fervor like the one that animated the first Knights of 
the Army of Mary. They imbue us with the apostolic spirit we 
ought to have, which must be prompted by humility and the 
acceptance of crosses, the sure source of fruitfulness in the 
apostolate.

Consequently, we can see that several points should prompt 
us to reread the articles of the little review which the Lord had 
ordered be prepared. This request exacted of Marie-Paule a 
surpassing of self and heroic surrender, for she was in very 



poor health at the time and had only $5.00 with which to realize 
God’s wishes.

Thus, an expression of sincere thanks to the Divine Quinter-
nity ought to rise up from our hearts for the gift of this little re-
view which the Lord gave us through Marie-Paule who had the 
support of valuable collaborators who, in a providential man-
ner, had come to work at it. It was a seed Heaven planted on 
earth which continued and developed throughout the Work’s 
different organs of information which followed, there again, at 
Heaven’s request, whether this was the paper Marie, L’Étoile 
or Le Royaume, which has now gone back to a review format.

At the beginning of the first issue of the paper Marie which 
followed the review, Marie-Paule indicated what it would be. 
She said, among other things: “Our articles of spiritual and 
Marian formation will maintain the essence that is proper to 
them, that is to say, they will always guide one towards a life of 

identification with Christ and Mary by means of interior reform.” 
(Marie, no. 1, September 1976, p. 3)

As we read and meditate on the articles in this review, may 
our Mother lead us to understand how necessary it always is 
that we constantly keep in mind the development of our spiri-
tual life, based on the Gospel and her Life of Love. Admittedly, 
this spiritually today is focussed more on the fourth person of 
the Divine Quinternity who is Marie-Paule, but the spirit always 
remains the same: the surpassing of self, the giving of self, 
the acceptance of crosses, a trustful surrender to providential 
events, the consecration of one’s person, an authentic charity 
practised to the utmost limit of our strength, a heroic pardon 
or forgiveness; all of which is rendered even more possible 
through the fulfillment of the Co-Redemption in Marie-Paule. 
Yes, Marie-Paule, we love you; blest are you for ever!

Father Serge Lépine

* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

The Little Review of the Army of Mary: 
50th Anniversary

During these days when we are celebrating the fiftieth an-
niversary of the founding of the Army of Mary, we are under-
lining, by that very fact, the beginning of the little review The 
Army of Mary which was published from September 1971 to 
September 1976.

The Army of Mary came into being in the period that followed 
the Council, when the winds of contestation were assailing the 
Church, when Pope Paul VI was being attacked and opposed, 
when devotion to Mary was being fought. The beautiful liturgy, 
the pipe organs and the pious hymns gave way to all kinds of 
innovations lacking in the sacred characteristic present until 
that time. These disturbing changes created an impression of 
“emptiness” which became increasingly more perceptible.

It was in the midst of such confusion that God raised a Mar-
ian Work which gathered together souls possessed of an ideal, 
desirous of giving an ever greater place to God. 

From the very beginning, the Work included lay people, reli-
gious and priests filled with fervor and wishing to work towards 
countering this general laxity, with Mary’s help. They would 
gather together to pray and they were united by a genuine 
friendship, and the same ideal of fidelity to the Sovereign Pon-
tiff. (Cf. Review The Army of Mary, vol. I, p. 9.)

It was on the evening of August 28, 1971, after the annual 
day of prayer which brought together several members of the 
Marian Group who had come from various parts of the prov-
ince of Quebec and the United States, that Marie-Paule re-
ceived the indication from Heaven: “Today saw the founding of 
the Army of Mary.”

That same evening, she “received” as a second indication 
“to prepare a little review to bind together the members”. This 
humble review gave an account of the evolution of the Work 
through the Marian and Christological formation given the 
members and also through the information concerning the ap-
ostolic activities which promoted an extension of the progress 

of souls towards Christ the Redeemer, through Mary, Queen 
and Mother, who said at Fatima, “In the end, my Immaculate 
Heart will triumph”. (Id., p. 10)

The first issue of the review appeared on September 14, 
1971, and it made known this providential movement for our 
time. This was now the time for “open action”. (L’Historique de 
l’Armée de Marie,  vol. I, p. 27)

The little review The Army of Mary had as a purpose to 
reach the souls called upon to enrol in this Army under the ban-
ner of Mary in order to establish the reign of Christ on earth.

During a Marian apotheosis held in 1972, Sister Héliène de 
Marie wrote that the Immaculate “silently, discreetly, formed 
[souls], unbeknown to them, and prepared them for their co-re-
demptive work as victims, as apostles.” (Review The Army of Mary, 
vol. I, p. 159)

If an army is necessary, that is because a battle is going on 
here below. And for a battle of a spiritual nature, there must 
also be weapons of a spiritual nature.

Pope Pius X had given Mary the beautiful title of “Command-
er of the celestial armies”. Consequently, we did not hesitate to 
believe that Mary was the General of her army.

This review which was to bind the members together, in-
dicated the means to be used to fight the good fight against 
Satan, that fearsome adversary.

Given the dramatic events being unleashed everywhere in 
the world, with corruption to be found in every area, and in the 
face of the lessening and even the loss of faith among a great 
many, the members of the Work became increasingly aware of 
the seriousness of the battle between the forces of good and 
those of evil.

Thus, the review indicated to Marian souls the best means 
to wage this large-scale battle, and these were prayer and pen-
ance with a view to extending the reign of Christ the King on 
earth; weapons which were proposed by Mary herself in an 



increasingly pressing appeal renewed with each of her appari-
tions between 1830 and 1933.

Every day, God calls upon us to give of ourselves to this task 
with love and generosity, in the wake of the humble instrument, 
our foundress, who described herself as “the nothing through 
which Mary passes”, in order to act in her name in this time of 
an end.

For prayer to be effective, it must issue forth from a purified 
heart or one in the process of being purified. Our foundress 
knew it and she truly did this. It is as a result of our interior 
reform practised well that the heart is purified. Thus, our per-
severing efforts at personal reform quite certainly become the 
most fruitful penance for us.

The Manual of the Army of Mary reminds us of the power 
of this reform so as to be victorious over evil. “The Army of 
Mary has borne fruit in the silence of hearts, through the in-
terior reform of each one... And it has done so in spite of the 
infernal fury which is constantly turned upon God’s Works in 
an endeavour to destroy them.” (Manual of the Army of Mary, p. 27)

The condition required for our interior reform to have a pow-
erful influence consists in following Christ and His Mother more 
and more. That is how we will win more victories over evil. Now, 
walking in the footsteps of Jesus under the guidance of Mary 
in her double mission of Mother and Daughter means accom-
plishing the divine will as perfectly as possible. That is how 
Christ and Mary influenced a multitude of souls and led them 
to live a life that was pleasing to God.

In order to advance along that path, we must redress our 
sentiments and our intentions which still show traces of self-
love, to a lesser or greater degree. We must let ourselves be 
guided by a love of God and neighbor, practise humility and 

establish silence within ourselves so as to perceive the voice 
of the Holy Spirit, and finally, give up our own interests in order 
to be available to serve God and our fellow men. This sums 
up interior reform which is “difficult but absolutely necessary”.

This implies quite an interior change, but above all, we must 
empty ourselves of self. One of the issues of the review re-
minded us that “to empty oneself of self” means “to accept the 
events that break us, to plunge into humility so that Christ may 
live in us.” (Cf. Manual of the Army of Mary, p. 6.)

If such an ideal of perfection seems impossible to realize, 
it is nevertheless reassuring to know that many souls have 
succeeded in doing so. We should remember too that the Lord 
dwells always more in the souls that are detached from self, 
because then He disposes their hearts “to give and to give of 
themselves unstintingly”.

This authentic work of love is accomplished “in the inner-
most depths of hearts”, but the fact remains that such a work 
could change the face of the earth if it were truly practised 
in the world, with a “love that can redress everything, renew 
everything”.

To give glory to the entire Divinity, may we be among those 
souls that consecrate themselves entirely to the Immaculate, 
with the firm resolve that she transform us into a living copy of 
herself, that is, in the likeness of her Son, so that Good may 
triumph over Evil, over pride and selfishness, through a life 
filled with love and humility.

Let us give ourselves entirely to Jesus and to the Lady 
Co-Redemptrix in whom Mary is acting fully, and with our ro-
sary, we will contribute to the triumph of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary.

Father André VIens


