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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

The Month of Mary

“The custom of dedicating the month of May to a Marian 
devotion was born in Rome at the end of the 16th century. For 
example, Saint Philip Neri (1515-1595) would gather the children 
together around an altar of the Blessed Virgin. He would ask 
them to offer spring flowers to the Mother of God, the symbol 
of Christian virtues which ought also to blossom in their lives. 
Consequently, from the very beginning, the month of Mary rep-
resented not only a wonderful act of piety in favor of the Virgin 
Mary but also a commitment to sanctify oneself day after day.

“In the 17th and 18th centuries, the Jesuits worked hard to 
spread this devotion throughout Italy. They recommended that, 
on the eve of May 1, an altar be set up in each home in honor 
of Mary and that it be decorated with flowers and light. The 
family was encouraged to gather together and pray in honor of 
the Blessed Virgin.

“The approval Pope Pius VII (1742-1823) granted this devotion 
in 1815 would allow it to spread throughout the entire Church. 
The month of Mary would then be celebrated in parishes and 
families.” (Église catholique en France) Finally, in 1945, Pope Pius 
XII confirmed the month of May as a Marian month when he in-
stituted the feast of Mary Queen on May 31, a feast day which 
would be the crowning of the month of May entirely dedicated 
to the Virgin. This feast day would later be moved to August 22. 

If God permitted that this Marian devotion develop in the 
Church, that was because the time of the end was drawing 
closer, this time dedicated mainly to the Virgin Mary.

As Raoul Auclair wrote in L’Homme Total dans la Terre To-
tale: “Behold, Mary, so hidden in the gospels, is finally also be-
ing revealed little by little to the point of bedazzling us now with 
her transcendencies. Thus, we can represent her to ourselves 
on the morning in Bethlehem when the Light of the world rose, 
very pale like the moon at dawn but quickly vanishing because 
of Christ’s great light. She had to wait nineteen centuries for 
Night to fall upon the earth before re-appearing in order to illu-
mine the night of the world.

“A prophet, a saint, Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort, 
assured us that a time would come, in the latter times, when 
Mary’s mystery would be the glory of the Church. According 
to him, it would seem that this would be at a time of dense 
darkness when the spiritual Sun, Christ, rejected by men and 
having thus turned away from them, would seem to have gone 
down, as the sun sets at the end of the day. That is when Mary 
will rise, the gentle mystical Moon, in the night of the nations.” 
(L’Homme Total dans la Terre Totale, pp. 351-352)

Why then is this role of the end given over to Mary since 

Jesus has already accomplished the Redemption and that, as 
a consequence, this time should be dedicated to Him as are 
all the other preceding times? Christ himself would give the an-
swer to Maria Valtorta: “There cannot be a second Redemption 
carried out by Me, Christ. But there can still be one to save a 
greater number of spirits from the coils of hell: that of glorious 
Mary. In devotion to her lies the secret of the last Redemption.” 
(The Notebooks 1945-1950, p. 429, October 23, 1947)

And this devotion began with the month of May which was 
entirely dedicated to Mary. By consecrating ourselves to her, 
we implore her as Co-Redemptrix, Mediatrix and Advocate so 
that she may assist us until the final judgment. 

Jesus also said to Maria Valtorta: “For His second and fi-
nal coming, the Redeemer will have as His precursor Mary in 
whom we have established our dwelling place. She will cross 
the skies... in order to prepare, beget and bring to birth, as 
though for a last maternity, as many living seeds as possible, 
that is, all those who will want to be brought to birth in the Lord.” 
(Leçons sur l’Épître de saint Paul aux Romains, Lesson no. 3, Comments 
of Romans 1,18)

Marie-Paule wrote in Le Royaume, no. 120: “To her messen-
ger in Amsterdam at the time of the apparitions of the Lady of 
All Peoples, Mary announced the manner in which she would 
accomplish her role of Co-Redemptrix, Mediatrix and Advo-
cate. She will have to find an open heart, ready to obey and to 
suffer everything for her cause, prepared to let itself be formed 
by her in order to arrive at a possession of the soul and spirit 
of Mary, so that it lives only for her and through her. Now, Mary 
told Ida: ‘Everything has already been predestined.’ (32nd ap-
parition, April 29, 1951) She added: ‘For the Lady was chosen to 
give the Redeemer to the world. Now the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit “desires” that she return into this world in the 
capacity of Co-Redemptrix and Mediatrix.’ ” (Le Royaume, no. 120, 
July 1, 1997, p. 22)

Marie-Paule went on to say: “As in Christ’s time, Heaven 
was waiting for a heart which would give itself totally to Love 
without hoping for anything in return, a free heart which gran-
deur enlightens, a freedom which has no other will than to ac-
complish the will of the Immaculate, an iron will which finds its 
strength in God and which, in a total love, will offer itself to the 
Father as a victim to His Justice and His mercy for everyone.” 
(Id.)

For this tremendous role of Co-Redemption, Mary gave her 
Spirit to Marie-Paule as the Lady of All Peoples.

For us in the Church of John, this month of May is always 



dedicated to Mary, but it is also dedicated in a special way to 
Marie-Paule, the Lady of All Peoples. For it was in this month, 
on May 31, 2007, that she solemnly entered in Spiri-Maria 
dressed as the Lady of All Peoples. Then, on May 31, 2008, 
it was her solemn entry as the Sovereign of the Earth and on 
May 31, 2009, she entered attired as a Queen in order to be 
canonized while still alive. It was also on May 31, that she was 

declared “Mother of the Kingdom” and entirely divine as a part 
of the Divine Quinternity.

Let us take advantage of this month of May to renew our 
attachment to the Mother and to the Daughter; may our heart 
and our desire to love be united with their love so that we may 
be but one with them. 

Father Paul-Yvan Lambert

* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

The Devotion of the Month of Mary

The Knights of Mary are particularly fond of the devotion of 
the month of Mary. Dedicating a month to a particular devotion 
is a form of popular piety which is rather recent and which 
became widespread only in the 18th century. Thus, ten feast 
days on the calendar have marked every day of those months 
in a special way, with the exception of the months of February 
and April.

Thus, the month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name 
of Jesus when approval was granted by Pope Leo XIII in 1902. 
Then, the month of March is the month dedicated to Saint Jo-
seph thanks to the approval granted by Pope Pius IX in 1855. 
The month of May is the one that dates back the furthest and 
is the best well known, as it was officially decreed in 1724 to 
be the month of Mary. June is the month of the Sacred Heart 
since it was so decreed by Pope Pius IX in 1873. 

The month of July is dedicated to the Precious Blood since 
its approval by Pope Pius IX in 1850. In the month of August, 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary is emphasized. Subsequently, 
September was declared the month of Our Lady of Sorrows 
after its approval by Pope Pius IX in 1857. And, as we know, the 
month of October is the month of the rosary. The devotion of 
the month of the rosary began in Spain and was later officially 
spread to the entire Church by Pope Leo XIII in 1883. Novem-
ber is the month of the souls in purgatory since its approval by 
Pope Leo XIII in 1888. And finally, December is the month of 
the Immaculate Conception.

With the exception of the months of February and April, all 
the months of the year are dedicated either to Christ, Saint 
Joseph or the Virgin Mary. With May, August, September, Oc-
tober and December, five months of the year are dedicated to 
Marian devotion. So, if there are five months dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin, why do we declare that May is the month of 
Mary?

First of all, because the month of May is the first month dedi-
cated to Mary; then, during this month, many private and public 
expressions of piety towards the Blessed Virgin developed in 
the course of history. In the Middle Ages, there was a custom 
whereby it was requested that, on the eve of May 1, an altar to 
Mary be set up in each home, adorned with flowers and light. 
The family would gather before this altar every day in May to 
pray to the Blessed Virgin.

Life of Love reports that it was the Community of the Camil-
lian Fathers which, at the beginning of the 16th century instituted 
the devotion to the month of Mary. This devotion consisted, as 

part of the evening prayers, in the recitation of the rosary, a 
spiritual reading, hymns and Benediction of the Blessed Sac-
rament. (Life of Love V, p. 187) Little by little, this practice spread 
in France and to the rest of Europe.

That is how other practices, besides the meditation of the 
mysteries of the Rosary, became widespread during the month 
of May, such as the setting up in homes of little altars in honor 
of the Virgin Mary and the offering of a Marian bouquet.

Closer to us, in the province of Quebec until 1970 approx-
imately, the month of Mary was celebrated. It was common 
practice for parishioners to get together for devotions to the 
Virgin Mary in the form of group prayers. Many would gather 
at the church every evening at 7:00 or 7:30 p.m. to recite the 
rosary and the litany, and to sing religious hymns. Those pa-
rishioners who were too far away from the church would often 
gather every evening in the month of May for a time of prayer 
at the nearest cross marking the crossroads.

We should not forget that, in many schools, month of Mary 
devotions took place at the end of classes. Thus, the children 
would go to the church as though in procession. Sometimes 
the children were asked to deposit a flower before the statue of 
the Virgin in order to adorn it, besides reciting the appropriate 
prayers.

Among our people, many also made it a point to set up a 
small altar, also known as a Marian niche, which was decor-
ated with flowers during the month of May. People would either 
already have a statue of the Immaculate at home or such a 
statue would visit one home after the other during the month. 
The entire family would get together to recite some prayers, 
being even joined at times by some neighbors.

In the Work’s writings, not much reference is made to the 
month of Mary, but those passages are significant. Our found-
ress herself was a member of the choir of the Children of Mary 
and during the month of May, she and her companions would 
go and sing the glories of our heavenly Mother. (Cf. Life of Love 
I, p. 41.)

All her life, Marie-Paule would recall her adolescence when, 
during the month of Mary, she would sing beautiful hymns at 
evening prayers. For her, this was so sweet, so fulfilling. She 
wondered: “When will those beautiful days return?” (Id. III, p. 290)

We must remember too that the months dedicated to Mary, 
and in particular the month of May, were opportunities for mul-
tiple offerings for our foundress, given the series of sufferings 
and complications she would often have to bear then. And it 



was precisely during a month of Mary that Marie-Paule offered 
up her life in sacrifice so that her father could be delivered from 
his problem with alcohol. (Cf. Id. I, p. 41.)

Within the Work, the Knights of Mary make it a point of in-
creasing their fervor and their devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
during this beautiful month of May. Over the years, we have 
experienced so many wonderful and great events during the 
month of May, and the triduums bear witness to this. The feast 
day of the Lady of All Peoples is the crowning of this month, 
and that is why we open our hearts to the Lady in a very special 
way because we know that this time is dedicated to her.

During this beautiful month of Mary, let us take advantage 

of this time to draw closer to Mary, pray to her, sing her praises 
and entrust ourselves to her intercession. Like her, we wish to 
be open and receptive to God’s plan and be faithful servants 
and handmaids in her wake. Like her, we want to meditate on 
the divine words and with her we want to adhere unreservedly 
to the mystery of the Co-Redemption.

During these blessed days, let us not hesitate to address 
ourselves to the Virgin Mary, asking her to  touch the hearts 
of men so that they will be receptive to the grace and love of 
God in their lives.

Father Denis Thivierge


