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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

Following Our King

With Palm Sunday and Jesus’ triumphant entry in Jerusa-
lem, we begin Holy Week, the most important week of the en-
tire liturgical year. The Church reminds us that Jesus’ triumph 
is bound in with the acceptance of the passion and the cross. 
Moreover, the palms which we did not use because of the pan-
demic, were, in Greek and Latin antiquity, a sign of victory among 
athletes and warriors. Then, at the beginning of Christianity, the 
palm became the symbol of martyrdom, that is, the sign of the 
martyr’s victory over the forces of evil. Finally, the palm would 
become the symbol of immortality or of a heavenly reward.

As we can see, the palms are not only a reminder of Jesus’ 
triumphant entry in Jerusalem, but they are also a prefiguration 
of the resurrection since Easter is precisely the definite victory 
over the reign of evil and death.

The procession with the palms also announces the final tri-
umph of the Total Redemption at the end of the world, the es-
chatological triumph when there will no longer be any tears or 
suffering. Moreover, that is how the Apocalypse describes the 
triumph of the elect: “standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands.”

Holding palms in one’s hands is much more than a simple 
symbolic gesture recalling the past or prefiguring the future. 
Above all, it is a way of expressing our personal commitment 
to follow Jesus. The procession we usually have as we acclaim 
Christ the King, ought to be marked with the seal of sincerity and 
express our will to always walk in Christ’s wake.

It is easy to accompany Jesus on Palm Sunday when every-
one is acclaiming Him and there is no opposition..., but following 
in His footsteps during Holy Week as He carries the cross up to 
Calvary is a much greater commitment, more demanding. And 
yet, that is what the palm recalls for us when we accept to take 
it in our hands. It is the sign that we want to publicly and lovingly 
bear witness to the fact that we acknowledge Jesus as our King, 
that we are among His disciples, that we want to adopt His way 
of thinking and living. In politics, we often see people sporting 
a badge identifying them with a leader, his ideas, his political 
program. For our part, by carrying a palm, we want to say to our 
Leader that we are ready to follow Him, to follow the program of 
life He wants to set before us.

Perhaps we will be disconcerted, at times, and even scandal-
ized by the way of the cross along which our King will guide us, 
but it is the only path leading to victory and triumph.

Yes, Jesus’ victory must be won by going through the cross. 
Easter Sunday necessarily presupposes Good Friday. Conse-
quently, we too will have to travel that same road, not only during 

this week, but throughout our life in order to reach the Father.
The account of Jesus’ Passion according to Matthew leads 

us to meditate on Jesus’ fidelity to His Father who had chosen 
the cross as the means of salvation for humanity, whereas even 
His disciples were opposed to this divine logic which surpassed 
and scandalized them.

Let us take advantage of this meditation to question our-
selves on our love of the cross. Anyone who is devoted to the 
Passion of Jesus normally tends to make reparation, through his 
sacrifices or self-denials and his prayers, for his own sins which 
caused Christ’s sufferings. The contemplation of the Passion is 
not only an emotional and sterile compassion, a passing feeling 
of pity at the sight of the Savior’s sufferings. It ought to lead us 
to embrace our own cross with courage and love. In a way, it is 
fairly easy to love Jesus’ cross, but He also asks us to love our 
own cross, to see in it a means of sanctifying ourselves and of 
saving souls.

To love our cross is to love, first of all, the duties of our state, 
no matter how humble or modest this might be, with its joys 
and its constraints. When Jesus wanted to triumphantly enter 
Jerusalem, He wanted to do so on a little donkey... Thus, it is 
possible to think that we can help with the coming of God’s King-
dom through our obscure and silent everyday life without honor 
or popularity. What is important is that people acclaim the Lord, 
that Jesus’ Kingship be recognized, loved and accepted in their 
lives. Our dignity, our nobleness are not found in power, in bril-
liance, in great actions, but in love and in our union with the Lord.

Unfortunately, we are so slow to believe and understand 
the real meaning of Jesus’ Passion, and  even more so its real 
meaning in our own lives. In fact, if human love itself already 
contains a mystery that goes beyond reason, what can be said 
of the love of the cross?

To help us accept it, let us remember that, somewhere in the 
world, there are souls whose salvation or holiness depend on 
our participation in Jesus’ Passion in the manner God will exact 
of us. Tiredness, boredom or loneliness, work, illness, the in-
comprehension of people, all of that is our daily lot, quite humble 
and very modest; yet, that is one way of efficiently collaborating 
in the Work of the Total Redemption if everything is offered up.

May the Co-Redemptrix, she who experienced the same 
Passion as Jesus to the point of the final immolation, in silence 
and the acceptance of the sword of sorrow and pain, obtain for 
us the grace of being co-redeemers with her. May the King-
dom of the Total Christ be established in all hearts through the 
offering up of all our actions!                 Father Marc Lévêque



* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Marie-Paule’s Life of Love,  
a Radiant Light on the One of Jesus Christ

Following the celebration of Palm Sunday which also sets 
the theme for our day of prayer, we are entering the last stage 
of Lent, the strong period of Holy Week. Moreover, today’s lit-
urgy has us penetrate more deeply in the mystery of the Re-
demption by having us meditate on the Passion of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Tonight, we will pay particular attention to Jesus’ messianic 
entry in Jerusalem. We are familiar with the Gospel account 
in which God asks two of His disciples to go to the village and 
come back with a little colt which they would find tethered and 
which no one had yet ridden. The four evangelists recounted 
that very important event with some slight variations, but all of 
them emphasized that many people spread their cloaks along 
the street, while others threw palm branches along the way. 
According to Saint Mark, those who followed the procession 
shouted loudly: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Blessed is the reign of our father David to 
come! Hosanna in the highest!”  (Mk 11:9-10) And in his account, 
Saint John indicated that Jesus was fulfilling Scripture: “Fear 
not, O daughter of Zion! Your king approaches you on a don-
key’s colt.” (Jn 12:15)

For us today, Jesus’ Kingship is obvious and a certainty. 
However, for this exhilarated crowd which became aware of 
the greatness of this man, proclaiming Him king, their joy was 
short-lived. We know what followed: a few days later, these 
same persons who chanted His kingship would have Him con-
demned and crucified. So, we can ask ourselves why this tri-
umphant entry in Jerusalem. Was this a form of respite God 
gave to His Son before the storm, or some sort of consolation 
before the horrible Passion He was about to undergo?

This triumphant entry was neither a respite nor a consola-
tion for Jesus. He was humble; in Him, there was no seeking 
of a human glory. On the contrary, He knew that the hour when 
He would lay down His life for sinners was very near at hand. 
He came to save the world but “His kingdom was not of this 
world,” as He said to Pilate who condemned Him out of fear of 
the crowd or out of pride because he was afraid of losing his 
position and receiving reprisals from the Emperor. If the Gos-
pel accounts of the Passion are rather concise, we find more 
detailed answers in the rich writings of Mother Paul-Marie. In 
the seventh volume of Life of Love, she wrote: 

“I ‘learn’ this: there was not one step He took that was not 
marked by the cross; not one word He spoke that did not bear 
the seal of blood; not one gesture He made that did not know 
the weight of the Father’s graces. So, even when His path was 
strewn with palm branches, He suffered in His soul, deem-
ing himself unworthy in the eyes of the Father, and suffering 
also because filled with the foreboding of the infamy that would 
fall upon Him and that would touch His Father. His smiles hid 
His suffering, and His goodness far outweighed the deluge of 
scorn, hatred and insults; yet, with it all, so many souls followed 
Him, drawn to Him, as if to a magnet, by a celestial force.” (Life 

of Love VIII, p. 288)
Thus, we could take up again several passages from the 

gospels while projecting on them the light that comes to us 
from Life of Love since there is “configuration of Marie-Paule 
with Jesus Christ”. Although she often told us that her volumes 
only reveal “the tip of the iceberg” of what she had to suffer, it is 
nevertheless easier for us to understand what Jesus endured, 
what love led Him to be entirely self-effacing to the point of 
annihilating himself so that the Divinity could be revealed. The 
author of Comprendre le Plan de Dieu provides us with a very 
meaningful explanation:

“The amount of Love and Suffering that was required of Je-
sus Christ and Marie-Paule in order to divinize all their being 
in this way goes well beyond anything we could ever imag-
ine. The Gospel does not reveal very much of the ‘annihilation 
of His humanity’ which Jesus Christ experienced in the pro-
cess of His ascent to the Divinity (because this is an account 
written by other persons and therefore ‘from the outside’), but 
given the analogy that exists between the Redeemer and the 
Co-Redemptrix, we can discover it through ‘Life of Love’.” (Marc 
Bosquart, Comprendre le Plan de Dieu, chap. 9, p. 82)

Furthermore, we can also apply to Marie-Paule the events 
which marked Christ’s life. That is the case for Jesus’ messi-
anic entry in Jerusalem. Could we not see a certain similarity 
here in the entries our Mother made at Spiri-Maria, this blessed 
place where Heaven is united with the earth? What we wit-
nessed “humanly” has a celestial import which is even more 
revealing of God’s plan of love.

Let us go back for a moment to the preparations for the cer-
emony of May 31, 2007, to mention only that one, but there are 
many circumstances in which Marie-Paule had to submit, in 
the most total obedience, without understanding the crucifying 
will of God. What she wrote is imbued with a deep humility, as 
she had to reveal God’s secrets.

“Since the day I ‘learned’ that I would have to be present for 
the ceremony of May 31 and, more than that, wear the veil and 
sash of the Lady, I have been overcome by emotion so often!

“Then the reading of the Bull [through which the dogma of 
Mary Co-Redemptrix, Mediatrix and Advocate would be pro-
mulgated] recalled so many of the Lady’s words which placed 
the handmaid in the forefront: what a calvary! I have the im-
pression of climbing, day after day, the long ascent of the Gol-
gotha. Each time, these reminders are like a whip of the lash 
that stings me all the way to my face. How far is the goal to be 
reached! Every morning, a pang of anguish tortures me when 
I think that there is one day less before May 31....

“I would like to shout to everyone that I am the nothing, the 
zero through which Mary passed and that it is God and the 
Immaculate who realized their plan of love. To them, all honor 
and glory!” (White Book III, pp. 37-38)

This eloquent parallel between Jesus Christ and Marie-Paule 
accepting to go to the very end of their saving mission leads 



us to reflect even more intently upon what we can do to bring 
us closer to the Father as Holy Week begins. Like them, must 
we not seek God’s will? There is no need for striking actions 
since Jesus said: “Let the children come to me... The kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these.” (Mt 19:14) Instead, let us strive 
to accept what comes to us every day with its lot of difficulties 
of all kinds, like a way of the cross which we must climb, in our 
small measure, in order to walk in Their wake and discover just 
how far the love of souls can go.

A day will come when all peoples will acclaim Christ the 
King and the Lady, Mother of the Kingdom, who came at the 

turning points of the times destined for them, in order to gather 
together the men and women of good will who believed in the 
Mystery which had to be accomplished in order to fulfill the 
plan of salvation desired by the Father, that is, the Total Re-
demption through the triumph of Love.

In a waiting that is filled with hope, let us maintain a keen 
faith and lift up our eyes beyond the vicissitudes of this earth in 
order to be better able to see the first glimmers of the Kingdom 
looming on the horizon. “May your Kingdom come on earth as 
it is in Heaven!”

Father Jean-François Hamel


