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MARIAN HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Consecration to Marie-Paule  –  3. Conference

Our Lady of Pontmain

At Pontmain, on the evening of January 17, 1871, Mary Im-
maculate visited the earth. She showed herself to seven young 
children. Mary appeared in a star-studded sky after darkness 
had fallen. She was wearing a very simple dress, without a 
belt, dark blue and studded with five-pointed stars. On her 
head, she wore a black veil with a golden crown adorned sim-
ply with a thin red band.

A large blue oval formed a border around her, framing her 
and marking the limit between her and the vastness of the 
starry sky. The apparition unfolded in several phases: Mary 
changed the position of her arms, smiled most of the time, but 
displayed, at times, a sad look; the four candles surrounding 
her would light up; a red crucifix appeared in front of her, etc. 
All the unfolding of the apparition was detailed with precision 
in the testimonial of the seers.

At Pontmain, Mary did not utter a single word, but she nev-
ertheless gave a message. A sentence appeared on a white 
banner. The children would progressively read on it the follow-
ing: “But pray, my children. God will answer you in a little while. 
My Son is letting himself be touched.”

When it is a matter of the epiphanies of Mary, we must al-
ways keep in mind that such an illustrious messenger would 
not be visiting us without a major reason, without having an 
important message to give us, and without this apparition fit-
ting into the great unveiling of divine secrets. This manner of 
approaching Marian apparitions was instilled in us by Raoul 
Auclair as he opened us to an understanding of the eschato-
logical import of Mary’s visits to earth.

Thus, everything in the apparitions is meaningful. Raoul 
even described the event at Pontmain as a “sacred enigma” 
containing “tremendous mysteries” (Le Crépuscule des Nations, 
pp. 96, 103). For Mary uses images and symbols, gestures and 
words to inform us about invisible realities. 

In this way, she has us progress in the understanding of the 
mysteries she wishes to increasingly reveal to us. Then, at the 
time set by God, those mysteries are deciphered and under-
stood by souls open to inspiration.

Among the elements at Pontmain which Raoul was able to 
explain, two of them are of major importance. They instruct us 
on the mystery of the Divinity and on the distinctive character-
istic of the times we are living.

In the woman appearing at Pontmain, Raoul recognized the 
Immaculate. She who was present beside the Father from the 
beginning and from whom all creation was born. For Raoul, the 
cold night of January 17, 1871, corresponded to the night of 

the beginning, the first night before there was any light, when 
nothing existed except God and the Immaculate.

Moreover, in this same cold night at Pontmain, Mary ap-
peared surrounded by an oval. Raoul explained that this oval 
is “the circle drawn over the deep” mentioned in the Book of 
Proverbs (cf. Prv 8:27), the limit which contains our Total Earth. 
As he clearly indicated: This oval is “the Virgin’s Womb and the 
egg of the World”. (Le Crépuscule des Nations, p. 103)

Thus, on the strength of the most recent developments in 
the Marian mystery, we clearly recognize in the apparition at 
Pontmain, Mary the Divine. She is “the eternal Mother, the 
Spouse of the Lord and the Master craftswoman of the whole 
of Creation” as we now say in the Prayer to the Quinternity.

On the other hand, at Pontmain, the symbol of the night 
lends itself well to another level of interpretation, because, for 
Raoul, this night also represented the great night of the end of 
the times in which we are living. What will come after this great 
night? Well, the morning of the Seventh Day in the history of 
our humanity, the Kingdom towards which Mary Immaculate, 
the morning Star, is guiding us by enlightening us. (Tous ces 
mystères dans le Mystère de Marie, p. 219)

Today, we know that this role is being fulfilled more particu-
larly by the Immaculate as Daughter, Marie-Paule, as the Lord 
indicated it to Sister Marie-Stella in 1968: “Marie-Paule: She 
is my little star that enlightens souls.” (Life of Love II, pp. 607-608) 
She is already enlightening us within her Work in which we are 
experiencing the dawn of this Kingdom. And soon, she will be 
the one who will rekindle faith and love in the hearts of souls 
presently so cold.

The message written by Mary at Pontmain is also directed 
towards the coming of the Kingdom. “But pray, my children. 
God will answer you in a little while. My Son is letting him-
self be touched.” With those words, Mary was announcing to 
souls that the answer to their prayers was near at hand. And 
what is this request which God will grant us in a short while? 
Raoul answered that this was the “thy Kingdom come” of the 
Lord’s Prayer which, according to him, is “the request which 
con denses all the other requests and sums up all the other 
prayers.” (Les Épiphanies de Marie, p. 215)

Consequently, the Kingdom is near at hand because God 
“will answer our prayer in a little while”. However, it must be 
noted that Mary began her message by a “but”. In this regard, 
Raoul explained, making himself the spokesman of the Immac-
ulate: “ ‘But...’ But there is a ‘but’! And during the time of this 
‘but’, which will be the time of the tribulation, continue to prayer 



and remember to hope.” (Le Crépuscule des Nations, p. 106)  Thus, 
Mary at Pontmain forewarned us so that we would not give 
up when faced with the difficulties or hardships of these latter 
times.

In his writings, Raoul presented many other facts which 
ought to be understood in the apparition at Pontmain, but many 
elements still remain mysterious. For example, the crown Mary 
is wearing. It is very simple and Raoul described it as “aston-
ishingly simple”. (Id., p. 96) It is a golden crown, fairly high, of a 
rather unusual form, adorned with a single thin red band sur-
rounding it in the middle. Why this choice? There really must 
be a reason, a necessity, a significance, especially when we 
remember how Raoul encouraged us to pay attention to every-

thing surrounding the Marian manifestations.
It is during the Kingdom that we will discover many of the 

secrets contained in Mary’s epiphanies. This Kingdom is the 
time reserved to the Woman promised in Genesis and who, as 
we know, is more particularly God as Daughter, Marie-Paule. 
However, the Mother, in her love and kindness, has not fin-
ished guiding us either. Raoul has given us the proof of this 
because, as he wrote, if at the present time, “we are only able 
to discern what surrounds the Mystery, Mary [has nonetheless 
pro jected] in pictures and [unfolded] through gestures or ac-
tions admirable and profound mysteries in the Twilight of the 
Nations, mysteries which will open up during the Seventh Day.” 
(Id.,  p. 103)                                Father Jean-Michel Bouchard

* * * * *
EUCHARISTIC HOUR

1. Rosary  –  2. Vespers  –  3. Conference  –  4. Invocations  –  5. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Our Lady of Pontmain, Mother of Hope

Mary’s apparition at Pontmain occurred within the difficult 
context of the Franco-German war which began in July 1870. 
The German army being stronger, they had begun, as of Sep-
tember, to besiege Paris. Then, moving more westward, the 
city of Mans fell into their hands on January 12, 1871. Con-
tinuing to move westward, the Germans arrived at Laval on 
January 17, 1871, a town located some fifty kilometers from 
Pontmain and only 25 kilometers from Brittany. Disorder and 
panic reigned among the French troops. And along with the 
miseries of war, there was an epidemic of typhoid fever and 
smallpox.

From a population of about five hundred inhabitants, Pont-
main had seen thirty-eight young people drafted into the army. 
They had no news of them. Everything was going badly. The 
parishioners were saying: “We can pray all we want, God isn’t 
listening to us!”

Two days before the apparition, after Sunday Vespers, the 
parish priest had started to sing, as usual, the hymn of Saint 
Brieuc: “Mother of hope, whose name is so sweet, protect our 
France; pray, pray for us.” However, overcome with emotion, 
the parishioners felt unable to sing. The priest having insisted, 
they all sang, with tears in their eyes and sobs in their voices.

Then came January 17, 1871. On this Tuesday, there was 
worry, distress and grief. “When is this horrible war going to 
end? How far is France going to retreat before the enemy? 
Will our young people come back alive and healthy?” Humanly 
speaking, everything seemed lost, desperate.

So, it was at the center of a great distress that Mary ap-
peared that night to seven children from Pontmain. The appari-
tion lasted three and a half hours. And, astonishingly, during all 
that time, Mary did not say a single word. Instead of words, the 
elements surrounded Mary would evolve, rich in symbolism, 
and of which we have not yet discovered all the significance 
perhaps.

The apparition unfolded in nine stages which it would be too 
lengthy to detail here. We should retain, though, that the adults 
soon realized the veracity of what the children were describing 
to them. And from that moment, the apparition quickly became 
a very beautiful Marian Hour during which hymns and prayers 
alternated, and to which the Lady seemed to respond through 

her attitude and the evolution of the elements surrounding her.
During the singing of the Magnificat, an inhabitant arrived 

and announced that the Germans had reached Laval. That is 
when the golden letters began to appear, printed one by one, 
on a banner below Mary’s feet. Soon, the children were able to 
read: “But pray, my children.” During the singing of the Litany to 
the Virgin Mary, the inscription continued, one letter at a time, 
so that at the end of the hymn, the children were able to read: 
“God will answer you in a little while.” The children said that 
the Lady was smiling and seemed happy. Tears then streamed 
from all eyes. Each one thanked the good Virgin for this hope 
and confidence now being rekindled. Then, during the prayer 
“August Mother of Christ...”, new letters again appeared. The 
children spelled them out and then read: “My Son is letting 
himself be touched.”

Those three sentences written on the banner constitute the 
core of the message at Pontmain. Mary had come to visit the 
inhabitants of Pontmain to revive in them the certainty that their 
prayers were being heard, that they had to remain confident 
and keep the lamp of their hopes lit.

That evening, not far from there, the Germans would sud-
denly stop. And since people could not understand why they 
would have stopped in this way when they seemed assured of 
victory, the victors were questioned. According to the reports of 
true witnesses, the victors replied, pointing to the thick woods 
behind which lay Pontmain: “The Lady who is over there has 
forbidden that we advance.”  And as a commemorative plaque 
indicates, the thirty-eight young men from Pontmain who had 
gone to battle were all protected from wounds and death.

* * *
There you have a summary of the apparition at Pontmain. 

Now, as we in the Lady’s Work know, thanks especially to Raoul 
Auclair, we must look beyond the historical account to discover 
the eschatological meaning behind it. In fact, just like the appa-
ritions at Rue du Bac, La Salette, Lourdes, Fatima, Beauraing, 
Banneux and Amsterdam, the one at Pontmain would only re-
veal all its message within the context of the ending of the times 
and of the great apocalyptic battle between the Woman and the 
Dragon as it is described by Saint John.

From that viewpoint, the despair of the inhabitants of Pont-



main before the advancing Germans could foretell the despair 
of a part of humanity before the progress of Satan and his 
henchmen. When everything seems lost, Mary comes to bol-
ster the courage of her troops. She reminds them that their first 
battlefield is a spiritual one and that the main weapon is prayer: 
“But pray, my children.”

Mary added: “God will answer you in a little while.” With 
those words, Mary guarantees the outcome of the battle and 
anticipates the solemn promise she would make at Fatima 
in 1917: “In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph.” With 
those words, Mary also announced that the most excellent of 
prayers, the Lord’s Prayer, would be “answered in a little while” 
For, we must not have any doubt about this, the Father’s King-
dom is coming, in which His will shall be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.

Mary ended by declaring: “My Son is letting himself be 
touched.” Those words immediately bring to mind what Jesus 
said to Mary Magdalene on Easter morning: “Do not touch me. I 
have not yet ascended to the Father.” And after having ascended 
to the Father, the risen Jesus came back to His disciples, spe-
cifically asking Thomas to touch Him. Now, did that not prefig-

ure Christ’s return at the end of the times? Has not the return of 
Christ been realized in Mother Paul-Marie, she whom our eyes 
have seen and our hands have touched?

“My Son is letting himself be touched,” Mary said. Now, let us 
be assured of this: Marie-Paule, who is the Daughter, is also let-
ting herself be touched. And it is her hour; Marie-Paule’s hour! 
When the forces of evil will be sure of their victory and nothing 
will seem to be able to keep them back, that is when the Beau-
tiful Lady will intervene and make them retreat, like she did at 
Pontmain one hundred and fifty years ago.

The time of the triumph and of the Great Action will come 
with its battles. In the meantime, let us live intensely this hour 
of prayer in the secrecy of the Cenacle. Let us strengthen our 
bond with our Mother in heaven, imbue ourselves with her Life 
of Love, and through our total consecration, open our hearts to 
her gifts, her Spirit and her inspirations.

O Marie-Paule, Star of the Kingdom, 
You who are our hope,

we trust in you.
Father Stéphane Gamache


