
The Family in God’s Plan 

 

 

Reader:  A reading taken from the spiritual heritage of humanity.  

Assembly: From all time, Heaven has prepared the coming of the Kingdom.  

Reader: Today, a passage from the Apostolic Exhortation 

“Familiaris Consortio” by Saint John Paul II.   
 

It is written: 

My thoughts turn with earnest solicitude:  

- to you, fathers and mothers of families; 

- to you, young men and women, the future and the hope of the Church and the world, des-

tined to be the dynamic central nucleus of the family in the approaching third millennium;… 

- to you, upright men and women, who for any reason whatever give thought to the fate of 

the family, [and I say]: 

The future of humanity passes by way of the family. 

It is therefore indispensable and urgent that every person of good will should endeavour to 

save and foster the values and requirements of the family.  

I feel that I must ask for a particular effort in this field from the sons and daughters of the 

Church. Faith gives them full knowledge of God’s wonderful plan: they therefore have an 

extra reason for caring for the reality that is the family in this time of trial and grace. 

They must show the family special love… 

Loving the family means being able to appreciate its values and capabilities, fostering them 

always. Loving the family means identifying the dangers and the evils that menace it, in or-

der to overcome them. Loving the family means endeavouring to create for it an environ-

ment favourable for its development. The modern Christian family is often tempted to be 

discouraged and is distressed at the growth of its difficulties; it is an eminent form of love to 

give it back its reason for confidence in itself, in the riches it possesses by nature and grace, 

and in the mission that God has entrusted to it. 

“Yes indeed, the families of today must be called back to their original position. They must 

follow Christ.”  (L.V.) 

Reader:   This was a passage from St. John Paul II’s Apostolic Exhortation on the 

family. 

Assembly: Thanks be to God. 


