
Mary Presents Jesus in the Temple 

 

 

Traditionally, the title of the feast of February 2, 40 days after Christmas,* is “the Presen-

tation of Jesus in the Temple”, and on that occasion, the liturgy of the word is centered on 

the Gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter 2. Hence, that is the text that was kept and 

around which the liturgy of the word for this day was built. 

Marie-Paule often refers to that Gospel passage in her writings (particularly in the Pream-

ble to Vie d’Amour, App. IV), but it is always for the purpose of emphasizing or com-

menting on Simeon’s prophecy: “And a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the 

secret thoughts of many may be laid bare,” a sentence which was set as an epigraph, be-

sides, in each volume of Life of Love and that, at Heaven’s request.  

Marie-Paule’s insistence causes the meaning of the ceremony of the Presentation of Jesus 

in the Temple to “slide” towards the Mystery of Mary and “the sword” that will “pierce 

her soul” [or “her heart”, depending on the translation]. Based on that, it is possible to 

find a text with corresponding elements in the Letter to the Hebrews: “[The Word of God] 

can discern reflections and thoughts of the heart.”  

However, there is much more than that, for, in Marie-Paule’s text, Simeon’s words take on 

a meaning that is quite actual: “In the past, these words were addressed to Mary of Naz-

areth... Today, these words apply to the ‘other Mary’,” that is, to Marie-Paule herself. 

Thus, the question that arises, then, is whether the traditional title accurately reflects the 

meaning this feast day now has for us today. Mary, who is at the center of the event, is not 

even mentioned in it. So, the first thought that comes to mind is to add her name to it: 

“The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple by Mary”, or even simpler, “The Presentation of 

Jesus by Mary”, since everyone knows that it is “in the Temple”. 

But the wording is awkward, whereas it can be simplified in the following way (with the 

advantage of putting Mary at the center of the action taken): “MARY PRESENTS JESUS IN 

THE TEMPLE”. Everything is preserved: Presentation + Jesus + Temple and Mary is added. 

N.B.: Do not forget either the pierced Heart of the Lady installed under the main altar at 

Spiri-Maria. Cf., issues nos. 167, 168 and 169 of Le Royaume (2004), the first two issues of 

which bear the same title: “And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 

_______________ 

 

* It is very important to celebrate the Presentation 40 days after Christmas, non only because, for the Jews, this was a divine 
precept (cf. Lev 12:2,4) and that it has been a tradition long maintained by the Church under the name of “churching”, but also 
because those 40 days added to the duration of the gestation serve to complete “the full cycle of birth” in the middle of which the 
spiritual and immortal soul is insufflated in the foetus. (cf. De Dieu jusqu’à l’Homme…, p. 139). 


