
The Power of Prayer 

 

 

Reader:  A reading taken from the spiritual heritage of humanity.  

Assembly: From all time, Heaven has prepared the coming of the Kingdom.  

Reader: Today, a passage from the autobiography of Saint Thérèse of the Child  

Jesus. (Manuscript C). 
 

It is written: 
 

                How great is the power of prayer!  

                One might liken it to a queen who always has free access to the king  

                and can obtain everything she asks.  

                           It is not necessary to read from a book beautiful prayers  

                           composed for the occasion before we can be heard.   

                           If this were the case, I should certainly have to be pitied!...  

The daily recitation of the Divine Office is a great joy for me in spite of my unworthiness, 

but apart from this I have not the courage to make myself search for wonderful prayers in 

books; there are so many of them, and it gives me a headache. In any case, each one seems 

more beautiful than the one before.  

As I can’t say all of them, and do not know which to choose, I just act like a child who can’t 

read; I tell God, quite simply, all that I want to say, and He always understands.…  

Prayer, for me, is simply an uplifting of the heart, a simple glance towards Heaven, an ex-

pression of love and gratitude in the midst of trials as well as in times of joy; in a word, it is 

something noble and supernatural expanding my soul, and uniting it to Jesus. 

 

 

Reader: This was a passage from the autobiography  

of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus. 

 

Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 

 

* Reference: The passage from the autobiography of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus taken up in today’s liturgy is from Manuscript C,  
p. 25 rv., an indication that enables us to find it in the different editions available in libraries or bookstores. 


