
Union with God 

 

 

The theme for today is expressed in black and white in the reading taken from Life of Love which 

begins with these words: “A life of union with God...” In that passage, Marie-Paule summed up 

the majority of the most important ideas contained in her spiritual teaching: 

– divinization “as of this life”, “in giving, forgiving and the abandoning of self”, “complete de-

tachment”, “abandonment to God’s will”, “the phases of the spiritual life”, “the nights of the 

senses”, “the night of the spirit”, “the purification of the faculties”, “the secrets of the King”; 

the importance of the “Cross” and of “Sacrifice”, living “according to providential events”. 

* 

In the Gospel, the Lord expressed this “union with God” in terms of “indwelling”: “Remain in 

me, as I remain in you.” The expression “remain in me” is even repeated five times by the Lord 

in this short passage from Saint John’s Gospel. That indicates all its importance, which the Lord 

Himself explained: “Without me you can do nothing”. 

* 

But the most surprising thing in this Sunday’s readings is to find certain spiritual and mystical 

expressions used by Marie-Paule in a text written by an important Muslim author more than a 

thousand years ago: Mansur Al-Hallaj (born around 857 and died in Bagdad in 922). This man 

was a “Sufi”, that is, a mystic in Islam, and his thinking spread to the borders of China. But be-

cause his thinking was so elevated, he was often misunderstood. He was judged and condemned 

many times for his words, and finally he was scourged and crucified. He died asking God to for-

give his executioners. 

Here are the main expressions from his text and their counterpart in Life of Love: 

– “acts of obedience”: Marie-Paule has spoken of that so very often! 

–  fighting against pleasures and passions: In that regard, Marie-Paule wrote: “Our psychic body [is] the 

animal-soul body with its concupiscence, hereditary traits, all our tendencies towards evil... [whose 

aim is] to enslave [our physical body] to our passions.” (VdA, App. IV, p. 329) 

– “go through the stages of purification”: see particularly today’s reading from Life of Love. 

– “detached from his human nature”: see, for example, Life of Love, vol. V, page 308. 

– “nothing of the human remains”: Marie-Paule used the expression “nothing of the human remains” 

three times in Life of Love, vol. VII, page 133. 

– “the Spirit of God is infused in Jesus”: see the same passage, very explicit. 

– “he wants nothing else but what God has willed”: see the day’s reading from Life of Love in which 

Marie-Paule explained and developed the idea of “abandonment to God’s will”. 

N.B.: One single expression reflects the author’s Muslim origin: he speaks of Jesus as “the Son of Mary” and not as the “Son of 
God”. Muslims believe in Jesus’ incomparable holiness and in Mary’s virginal maternity, but not that Jesus was the Son of God. 


