
Liturgy of the Church of John 

Sunday, July 31, 2016 

Man, A Husband and Father Faithful to God 
 

 

First Reading (Saint John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio, no. 25, November 22, 1981) 
 

Reader:  A reading taken from the spiritual heritage of humanity.  

Assembly: From all time, Heaven has prepared the coming of the Kingdom.  

Reader: Today, a passage from Saint John Paul II’s Apostolic Exhortation  

to the Family. 

It is written: 

Within the conjugal and family communion-community the man is called 

upon to live his gift and role as husband and father.... Authentic conjugal 

love presupposes and requires that a man have a profound respect for the 

equal dignity of his wife.... 

With his wife a man should live “a very special form of personal friend-

ship.” As for the Christian, he is called upon to develop a new attitude of 

love, manifesting towards his wife a charity that is both gentle and strong 

like that which Christ has for the Church.  

Love for his wife as mother of their children and love for the children them-

selves are for the man the natural way of understanding and fulfilling his 

own fatherhood. Above all where social and cultural conditions so easily 

encourage a father to be less concerned with his family or at any rate less 

involved in the work of education, efforts must be made to restore socially 

the conviction that the place and task of the father in and for the family is of 

unique and irreplaceable importance.... 

In revealing and in reliving on earth the very fatherhood of God, a man is 

called upon to ensure the harmonious and united development of all the 

members of the family: he will perform this task by exercising generous re-

sponsibility for the life conceived under the heart of the mother, by a more 

solicitous commitment to education, a task he shares with his wife, by work 

which is never a cause of division in the family, but promotes its unity and 

stability, and by means of the witness he gives of an adult Christian life 

which effectively introduces the children into the living experience of Christ 

and the Church. 

Reader:  This was a passage from Saint John Paul II’s Apostolic Exhortation to 

the Family. 

Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 


